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200 Marines Deploy to Florida to Bolster
ICE Operations Amid Controversy

The Trump administration deploys 200 Marines to Florida
to assist ICE operations amid heightened immigration

enforcement efforts.

Florida, USA - In a move that ramps up the federal
government’s efforts to tackle immigration enforcement, the
Trump administration has announced the deployment of 200
Marines from the Marine Corps Air Station in New River, North
Carolina, to assist U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) in Florida. This operation marks a significant step in using
active-duty troops to bolster deportation initiatives, echoing a
wider trend of military involvement in immigration issues.

The Pentagon confirmed this deployment will help support ICE
operations as part of a broader strategy to enhance
deportations. Earlier this year, President Trump had deployed
around 4,000 National Guard personnel and 700 Marines to



California, aiming to protect federal property and personnel
under Title X authority. This latest initiative, continuing this
military presence, also comes alongside a request from the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) that was issued in May,
seeking up to 700 military personnel for operational support.

Roles and Restrictions

The Marines will perform strictly non-law enforcement duties,
focusing on administrative and logistical tasks within ICE
facilities. Importantly, they are prohibited from direct contact
with detainees or any involvement in the custody chain. A
statement from the U.S. Northern Command has made it clear
that ICE will direct the roles and specific locations where the
Marines will be stationed, maintaining a safe distance from
direct enforcement activities.

The announcement coincides with the arrival of the first
immigration detainees at Florida’s immigration detention center,
which has been dubbed “Alligator Alcatraz” by Trump and other
officials. This facility, designed to house approximately 3,000
detainees, was erected in only eight days and is heavily
guarded, boasting 400 security personnel, extensive barbed
wire, and over 200 surveillance cameras.

Background on the Situation

This deployment reflects a growing trend of involving military
resources in immigration control efforts across the United
States. Just last month, the Pentagon had authorized sending up
to 700 military personnel to states like Florida, Louisiana, and
Texas to assist with logistics surrounding immigration
operations. Additionally, the new Florida detention center will
receive immigrants who are apprehended under the federal
287(g) program, allowing local law enforcement to question and
detain individuals for potential deportation.

With approximately 100 National Guard personnel already



serving at the detention site, securing the perimeter and
handling administrative tasks has become critical during these
complex operations. A rising tide of immigration enforcement
measures has spurred significant public discourse, with many
questioning the extent of military involvement in what has
traditionally been a civilian enforcement area.

As this situation unfolds, the intersection of military personnel
and immigration enforcement is set to become a hot topic,
raising questions about civil rights, local law enforcement roles,
and the overall approach to immigration policy in the United
States.

For more detailed coverage, you can access the reports from 
ABC News, WRAL, and India Today.
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