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Burmese Pythons: Florida&#039;s
Slithering Invasion Exposed in Stunning

GoPro Video
Discover how invasive Burmese pythons threaten

Florida&#039;s ecosystem, impacting native species and
conservation efforts.

Everglades National Park, Florida, USA - Burmese pythons
are taking up residence in sunny South Florida, and their impact
on local ecosystems is nothing short of alarming. Invasive and
cunning, these snakes have spread across more than a
thousand square miles, wreaking havoc on the native wildlife
population. Native species like raccoons, opossums, bobcats,
and various rabbits are feeling the squeeze as these pythons
feast on them, leading to drastic declines. In fact, a study by the
U.S. Geological Survey indicates that some mammal populations
have plummeted by up to 95% in the Everglades National Park
from 1996 to 2016, forcing conservationists to reevaluate their



strategies for managing this creeping crisis. Naples News
reports that, despite the estimated tens of thousands of pythons
currently slithering through Florida, the complete removal of
these serpents seems an improbable
dream.
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/2025/06/16/pythons-in-
florida-gopro-video-of-slithering-snake-like-a-disney-
ride/84162862007/

As if that isn’t enough to keep folks in the area on their toes, a
recent video filmed with a GoPro camera by the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission showcased a python in the
Miami-Fort Lauderdale area, reminiscent of a thrilling ride at
Disney World. Social media is flooded with videos of these
hunting adventures, with personalities like Amy Siewe, known as
the „Python Huntress,“ navigating the wild with tenacity and
skill.

Conservation Challenges

The road to managing this invasive species is paved with
complexities. Burmese pythons are native to southeastern Asia
but have become a formidable presence across southern Florida,
particularly in the Greater Everglades Ecosystem. The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service emphasizes that the threat posed by these
snakes is unprecedented, as they compete with native predators
and even prey on species like marsh rabbits and wood storks.
Their generalist diet and lack of natural predators in the region
allow their numbers to soar, with the potential to grow over 20
feet long and produce up to 100 eggs in a single nesting
season.https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/how-have-invasive-pythons-
impacted-florida-ecosystems and 
https://www.fws.gov/project/managing-burmese-pythons-florida

Efforts to control these pythons have seen various initiatives,
including the Florida Python Control Plan and the annual Florida
Python Challenge®, which aims to educate the public and
encourage the humane removal of pythons. In 2021, the



challenge resulted in the removal of 223 pythons, showcasing a
community effort that’s gaining traction. While detection of
these creatures proves to be a thorny issue—with less than a 1%
probability of spotting them—the use of advanced techniques
like environmental DNA and detection dogs might offer a
glimmer of hope. Research indicates that detection dogs
outperform human teams, making them a valuable asset in the
ongoing struggle against these invasive giants.

Future Outlook

Despite active removal efforts, many agencies are stressing that
simply eradicating the python population isn’t feasible.
Controlling their numbers and preventing their expansion is the
immediate priority. With an estimated 15,000 pythons reported
and removed since the year 2000, conservationists continue to
refine their tactics and engage with the public. Enhanced
detection tools, inter-agency communication, and increased
research into python biology are on the docket for future
initiatives. As we look ahead, it’s clear that collaboration among
agencies and community involvement will be critical in this fight
to protect Florida’s unique ecosystems. Perhaps now is the time
to bolster our commitment to ensuring these beautiful, fragile
habitats remain vibrant amidst the challenges posed by invasive
species.
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