13. Juni 2025

Family Promise of Brevard Wins $100K
Grant to Fight Homelessness

Family Promise of Brevard secures a $100,000 grant from

Florida Blue Foundation, enhancing efforts against family
homelessness.

Cocoa, Florida, USA - In a remarkable achievement, Family
Promise of Brevard has been awarded the prestigious Sapphire
Award from the Florida Blue Foundation, along with a generous
grant of $100,000. This honor marks a significant milestone as
Family Promise becomes the first organization from Brevard

County to receive this top award. The recognition, celebrated on

June 13, 2025, highlights the organization’s vital role in

preventing family homelessness and its dedication to supporting

children in need. According to Florida Today, Family Promise

served over 3,700 families in 2024, boasting an impressive 97%

success rate in transitioning families to stable housing, which
speaks volumes about their effectiveness in the community.



The grant will bolster Family Promise’s infrastructure and
programs, enhancing their ability to provide essential resources
for families facing homelessness. Founded in 2007 by local
religious leaders, Family Promise employs an innovative
interfaith model that encourages collaboration within the
community. Participating families must meet specific
criteria—saving at least 80% of their income and maintaining
employment—as part of their journey toward stability. This
proactive approach embodies a commitment to not just
providing temporary shelter but genuinely empowering families
to regain their footing.

Community Impact

Family Promise relies heavily on the support of the community,
partnering with local congregations to rotate families among
various shelters during the week. While parents are focused on
employment and education, their children benefit from either
virtual or in-person classes. This structure ensures that families
receive the necessary education and financial assistance while
fostering a sense of community. As highlighted by Space Coast
Living, the organization does more than just provide shelter; it
actively engages the community in creating lasting solutions.

In the broader context of housing instability, the United States
Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) outlines critical
strategies to address various dimensions of homelessness. For
example, veterans disproportionately face homelessness,
particularly those with mental health challenges or disabilities.
USICH emphasizes the need for improved coordination between
military and veteran organizations to prevent crises among
transitioning service members. Moreover, addressing the issues
facing American Indian and Alaska Native communities is
crucial, where severe housing shortages often result in
significant instability.

Wider Challenges and Efforts



Furthermore, it’s important to highlight the growing concern
regarding youth homelessness. A staggering number—700,000
youth aged 13-17 and 3.5 million young adults aged
18-25—experience homelessness in a given year. USICH
advocates for expanding programs tailored to this demographic,
underscoring the urgency of developing protective factors that
prevent youth from falling into homelessness. Special attention
is also given to survivors of domestic violence, as this remains a
leading cause of homelessness among families.

As Family Promise of Brevard moves forward with its newly
acquired grant, the hope is to inspire a more collaborative
approach within the community to tackle homelessness
effectively. Enhancing their programs and strengthening
community engagement will be vital to making lasting change.
With dedicated organizations like Family Promise leading the
charge, there’s certainly something to be said for the power of
collaboration in the fight against homelessness.

As we celebrate this vital recognition, it’s clear that the road
ahead requires collective effort, not just from local organizations
but the entire community. After all, the best way to tackle an
iIssue as complex as homelessness is to come together with a
strong hand and an open heart.

For more details on this remarkable achievement, check out the
full article from Florida Today and learn more about their
mission at Space Coast Living. To understand the broader
strategies addressing national homelessness issues, visit the
USICH website.
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