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Florida Gators Land Four-Star Safety CJ
Hester for 2026 Class!

Four-star safety CJ Hester, a Cocoa, Florida native, commits
to the Florida Gators for the 2026 class, choosing them

over top contenders.

Cocoa, Florida, USA - In an exciting development for the
Florida Gators football program, four-star safety CJ Hester has
officially committed to join the team as part of the 2026
recruiting class. This marks a significant addition as he becomes
the 16th member of the current recruiting cycle. Hailing from
Cocoa, Florida, Hester stands at 6-foot-1 and weighs 185
pounds. His choice of Florida over strong contenders like Auburn
and Georgia reflects the Gators‘ growing stature among elite
high school athletes.

Hester made an indelible impression on the coaches during his
official visit to Gainesville on May 30. He also visited Auburn,
Syracuse, Georgia, and Iowa earlier in the spring, but it was his
time at Florida that resonated the most. “My favorite part of the
visit was the positional meetings,“ Hester stated, where his skills
and potential role in the Gators‘ defensive setup were
thoroughly discussed. During his visit, he interacted closely with
defensive backs coach Deron Wilson and head coach Billy
Napier, which solidified his decision to don the Gators‘ colors.

Impressive Background and Skills

Described as a „battle-tested“ defensive back, Hester boasts
impressive natural coverage skills and alignment flexibility. His
athletic prowess is highlighted by a 10.97-second run in the 100



meters during his sophomore year and notable performance
statistics from his junior season, which include 72 tackles and
three interceptions. Not only did he lead his team to the 2A
championship, but he also showcases the kind of physicality and
football IQ that the Gators desperately need.

In the words of Wilson, “CJ has size, speed, ball tracking, and the
ability to attack the ball.” Such attributes suggest that Hester is
not only ready to step into a starting role at the Power Five level
but could also provide critical depth as a nickel defender.
Furthermore, his aggressive play style positions him as a
potential asset on special teams, too.

The Recruiting Landscape Shifts

Hester’s commitment comes at an opportune moment as the
week is pivotal in the college football recruiting landscape for
the 2026 class. With 12 Top247 prospects expected to announce
their decisions, including six five-star recruits, the 247Sports
Composite Team Recruiting Rankings are poised for significant
changes. As schools like Georgia and Alabama duke it out for
top recruits, the Gators are looking to capitalize on Hester’s
commitment to strengthen their standing.

This ongoing recruitment cycle sees the likes of Georgia moving
into the top five after a successful June, which has made the
Gators‘ efforts to secure top talent like Hester even more
crucial. By bringing in players of Hester’s caliber, Florida
continues to enhance its reputation and competitiveness in what
is shaping up to be a highly contested year for college football
recruiting.
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