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Cocoa and Melbourne Beaches:
Florida&#039;s Caribbean Lookalikes

Revealed!
Discover Brevard County&#039;s Cocoa and Melbourne

Beaches, highlighted by Southern Living for their
Caribbean-like beauty on June 25, 2025.

Cocoa Beach, Florida, USA - In a delightful nod to our coastal
treasures, two stunning beaches in Brevard County,
Florida—Cocoa Beach and Melbourne Beach—have been
recognized by Southern Living as places that could easily be
mistaken for Caribbean paradises. This acknowledgment
highlights Florida’s incredible allure and access to tropical-esque
destinations without the need for a passport.

Cocoa Beach, fondly known for its laid-back atmosphere, boasts
a nostalgic seaside pier, surf shacks, and chill beaches perfect
for basking in the sun. Its location near the Cape Canaveral Air

https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/2025/06/23/two-brevard-beaches-compared-caribbean-southern-living-cocoa-melbourne/84312853007/


Force Station not only offers expansive Atlantic views but also
draws diverse wildlife to the area, making it a naturalist’s
dream. In Lori Wilson Park, visitors are treated to an oceanfront
forest that serves as a sanctuary for migrating and maritime
birds, enhancing the beach’s serene vibe.

Experience Melbourne Beach

Just a short drive away lies Melbourne Beach, characterized by
its wide, sandy beaches and a handful of relaxed restaurants
and lodging options. This tranquil spot invites visitors to enjoy
fishing and take in stunning sunset views from the pier. It’s a
place that speaks to those seeking an escape from the hustle
and bustle while still enjoying that quintessential beach vibe. As 
Click Orlando notes, both Cocoa Beach and Melbourne Beach
exemplify the spirit of relaxation that Florida’s coast is known
for.

What really makes this recognition special is that Cocoa and
Melbourne beaches are among a select group of Florida beaches
that have been compared to Caribbean destinations by Southern
Living. The magazine’s list includes beaches from both the Gulf
and Atlantic coasts, offering ample options for sunseekers. Other
notable beaches on this enchanting list include Big Pine Key and
Captiva Island, known for their natural beauty and inviting
waters.

Other Caribbean-Like Beaches in Florida

To give you a sense of the variety of Florida’s beach offerings,
here are additional locations highlighted by Southern Living:

Big Pine Key
Blind Pass Beach
Caladesi Island
Captiva Island
Cayo Costa Island
Dry Tortugas

https://www.clickorlando.com/features/2025/06/24/southern-living-says-these-florida-beaches-could-pass-for-the-caribbean-do-you-agree/


Fort De Soto
Grayton Beach
Honeymoon Island
Inlet Beach
Islamorada
Keewaydin Island
Key Biscayne
Perdido Key
Sanibel Island
Siesta Key
St. Augustine Beach
Vero Beach

So, whether you find yourself riding the waves at Cocoa Beach,
casting a line at Melbourne Beach, or exploring the pristine sand
at Captiva Island, the allure of these Florida beaches likening to
Caribbean shores is undeniable. They certainly have a good
hand in presenting sun-soaked relaxation and stunning natural
beauty!

The recognition from Southern Living is not just a badge of
honor for Cocoa Beach and Melbourne Beach but also a chance
for locals and tourists alike to rediscover the enchanting beach
experiences available right here in Florida. Who needs the
Caribbean when you have such gems at your doorstep?
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