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Epic Python Hunt Kicks Off: Can Brevard
Battle Invasive Beasts?

Discover Brevard County&#039;s role in the annual Florida
Python Challenge, addressing the ecological threat of

invasive Burmese pythons.

Brevard County, Florida, USA - This week marks an exciting
time for Florida as the annual Florida Python Challenge kicks off,
inviting residents and visitors to participate in the battle against
invasive Burmese pythons. The competition officially began at
12:01 a.m. on July 11 and runs until 5 p.m. on July 20. As the
hunt unfolds, it’s essential to recognize the ecological threats
posed by these slippery invaders, particularly in Brevard County,
where sightings have become more frequent in recent years.
Florida’s python problem isn’t new; it all began with the first
sighting in the Everglades back in 1979, and since then,
Burmese pythons have steadily slithered their way across the
state.



According to Florida Today, documented sightings in Brevard
reveal just how close these pythons have gotten, including a
python removed from the TM Goodwin Waterfowl Management
Area on October 29, 2023, and another found dead on Merritt
Island National Wildlife Refuge in October 2022. This creeping
presence underscores the urgency with which residents and
authorities must address the situation.

Ecological Impact

What’s at stake here? Well, as detailed by fws.gov, Burmese
pythons have a voracious appetite, consuming a wide array of
native wildlife. They have been linked to significant declines in
some species, including a devastating 95% decrease in mammal
populations in Everglades National Park from 1996 to 2016. With
little to no natural predators in the area, their population
balloons uncontrollably, posing severe risks to local ecosystems.

The Florida Python Challenge is not merely a hunting event; it
aims to raise awareness about invasive species and their
ecological impact. Each python removed represents a small
victory in the fight to protect Florida’s rich biodiversity.
Hundreds of participants typically register each year, and
approximately 200 pythons are removed annually from the
Everglades, with significant help from public engagement.

Regulations and Strategies

To participate in the hunt, individuals must pay a $25
registration fee and complete online training through
FLPythonChallenge.org. This year, there’s a total prize pool of
$25,000, with a hefty $10,000 offered as the Ultimate Grand
Prize for the participant who captures the most pythons. With
over 22,000 pythons removed since the competition’s inception
in 2000, the event has become crucial in managing this invasive
species, as usgs.gov highlights the need for innovative
detection and control strategies. For instance, techniques now
include environmental DNA (eDNA) for locating pythons and

https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2025/07/09/this-weeks-python-hunt-aims-at-everglades-but-some-slither-in-brevard/84446127007/
https://www.fws.gov/project/managing-burmese-pythons-florida
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/wetland-and-aquatic-research-center/science/ecology-and-control-strategies-invasive-burmese


using detection dogs, which have shown higher success rates
than human teams.

In light of the increasing number of pythons, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has taken significant steps against their spread.
In April 2021, Burmese pythons were designated as Prohibited in
Florida, limiting possession and aiming to curb their numbers
further.

A Call to Action

As residents gear up for the ongoing Python Challenge, it’s a
good time to reflect on the broader implications of this issue.
Pythons not only disrupt ecological balance but also carry
diseases that can affect native wildlife, further complicating the
already delicate environment of southern Florida. Observations
and encounters with these invasive snakes can be reported to
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Exotic
Species Hotline at 888-Ive-Got1 (483-4681). Pythons need to be
humanely killed on site; live transport is not allowed.

Florida’s fight against the invasive Burmese python remains a
community effort, a reminder of how interconnected we all are
with our environment. With challenges ahead, there’s something
to be said for the resilience of residents and environmentalists
working together to protect the natural treasures of this
beautiful state. So join the hunt, raise awareness, and help
Florida reclaim its native habitat—one python at a time!
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