
10. Juni 2025

Florida Faces Hurricane Season
Unprepared: Federal Cuts Raise Alarm

Explore how federal cuts to NOAA and FEMA impact
hurricane preparedness in Brevard County amid an active

2025 season.

Brevard County, Florida, USA - The hurricane season is
officially upon us, and Florida’s coastal communities are bracing
themselves for what’s anticipated to be an active season.
However, looming cuts to federally funded agencies like the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) have raised
pressing concerns about Florida’s hurricane preparedness. As
President Donald Trump steers significant budget cuts through
directives to Elon Musk and the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE), worries about the impact on forecasting and
emergency response are growing louder. Florida Today reports
that these cuts threaten to compromise the accuracy of
hurricane trajectory predictions, leaving many wondering about



their safety and security during this tumultuous time.

Local weathermen, including those in South Florida, have cast
doubts over their ability to inform the public accurately, given
the potential reduction in critical weather data due to staffing
shortages resulting from these cuts. NOAA has already alerted
the public to an estimated 10 hurricanes originating from the
Atlantic this season, yet the necessary data to make precise
predictions may not be available. The agency’s capabilities have
already been severely challenged, as noted in Yale Climate
Connections, where staffing losses, including firings and
retirements, have rendered at least eight of the 122 National
Weather Service (NWS) offices operationally impaired.

Staff Shortages and Their Implications

Staffing shortages have reached a critical point at NOAA, with
regular upper air balloon soundings, vital for accurate weather
forecasts, reduced at 18% of upper air stations. Some locations
are down to conducting only one balloon launch per day or none
at all. The Midwest is particularly suffering from data loss, which
can seriously impact forecasts for both the Gulf and Atlantic
coasts. This is deeply troubling as hurricane season officially
kicked off on June 1 amid predictions of above-average activity.

Miami, FL: 25% understaffed
Key West, FL: 19% understaffed
Tampa Bay, FL: 29% understaffed
Jacksonville, FL: 9% understaffed
Charleston, SC: 22% understaffed
Wilmington, NC: 21% understaffed
Newport, NC: 14% understaffed
Boston, MA: 19% understaffed
New Orleans, LA: one leadership position unfilled
Lake Charles, LA: 15% understaffed
Corpus Christi, TX: 11% understaffed
Brownsville, TX: 9% understaffed
San Juan, PR: 21% understaffed

https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2025/05/hurricane-season-is-upon-us-but-noaa-and-fema-are-not-ready/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2025/05/hurricane-season-is-upon-us-but-noaa-and-fema-are-not-ready/


Honolulu, HI: 10% understaffed

Adding fuel to the fire, FEMA has seen a staggering 30%
reduction in full-time staff, as they grapple with the implications
of a rescinded strategic plan for disaster response. The
significant exodus of experienced personnel raises alarms about
the agency’s ability to behave effectively in emergencies,
especially as the acting chief, David Richardson, lacks a solid
background in disaster management. In a move that has caused
ongoing concern, FEMA has rescinded several training programs
essential for effective emergency management responses.

The Road Ahead

With the federal government positioning states to bear more
responsibility in disaster relief, many states find themselves
unprepared, lacking the budgetary allocations necessary to
handle these shifts. As the disaster declaration process grows
increasingly complicated, predictions of delayed or denied
requests point to serious vulnerabilities in response strategies.

Despite assurances from FEMA that they are gearing up for the
hurricane season—emphasizing reliance on state
actors—experts remain skeptical. In his review, AP News
highlights that cuts to operational capabilities since President
Trump’s administration took effect may have dire consequences
on lives and property given the rising intensity of hurricanes
driven by climate change.

The hurricane outlook is ominous, and as Floridians prepare for
the season ahead, the crippling effects of staff reductions at
both NOAA and FEMA raise serious questions about who will
safeguard communities through these impending storms.
Perhaps it’s time for a thoughtful discussion on ensuring that our
agencies remain robust and ready to deliver the protection and
preparedness that Floridians so desperately need.

https://apnews.com/article/hurricane-season-disaster-weather-doge-fema-noaa-cd215947480de9099a53fe20669bb923
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