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New Rule: Student Visa Applicants Must
Go Public on Social Media!

The U.S. resumes student visa processing with new social
media public profile requirements to enhance national

security vetting.

Brevard County, USA - The U.S. Department of State is taking
bold steps to revamp its international student visa process,
announcing the resumption of student visa issuance with a
significant new twist. Applicants are now required to set their
social media profiles to „public“ during the application process.
This development is part of an expanded vetting initiative aimed
at enhancing national security standards. According to My News
13, a memo released on June 19 states that the new rule is
intended to ensure that visa applicants do not harbor intentions
to harm Americans or compromise national interests. 

Madhurima Paturi, an attorney familiar with the immigration
protocols, highlights that while sharing social media accounts



has been a part of the application process, this public account
requirement is a fresh mandate from the State Department. It
allows for a deeper scrutiny of the online personas of applicants,
raising eyebrows about privacy concerns while ensuring the
safety of U.S. citizens.

The Impact of New Rules

This addition follows a brief three-week halt on new student visa
applications aimed at reviewing and improving the screening
processes, as reported by Fox 13. It’s worth noting that the
State Department had previously implemented social media
inspections for certain applicants. However, the broader
application of this policy is expected to slow down the visa
application process significantly. Just how much longer students
may have to wait is still up in the air, leaving prospective
international students on the edge of their seats.

Moreover, with over 1.1 million international students studying
in the U.S. during the 2023-24 academic year, there are
economic implications to consider. International students
pumped $43.8 billion into the U.S. economy and supported more
than 378,000 jobs, underscoring their contribution to the local
and national economic fabric.

Your Social Media, Your Visa

In this new age of scrutiny, every post and tweet could
potentially play a role in a visa application outcome. The
expanded regulations underline the State Department’s ongoing
commitment to public safety. Applicants for F, M, and J
nonimmigrant classifications will now face comprehensive
vetting of their online presence, a significant leap in how
America approaches border security. Full-time enrollment in an
academic, language-training, or vocational program is still
mandatory, alongside maintaining a residence abroad.

The adjustments in visa policies have been met with mixed



reactions. While many view them as necessary for national
security, others express concern over the excessive reach into
personal lives via social media. The Trump administration has
even had challenges with international student admissions at
prestigious institutions like Harvard University. In a noteworthy
legal twist, a federal judge has temporarily blocked the White
House from implementing a ban on Harvard’s admission of
foreign students, showcasing an ongoing tug of war over
immigration policies.

As Valencia College announced the suspension of its
international student recruitment, many are left wondering how
these broader policies will affect their ability to study in the U.S.
while also pondering the implications on jobs and local
economies. This shift in policy clearly marks a new chapter in
the narrative surrounding international education in America,
blending aspects of security and social connectivity.

For now, the intersection of social media and immigration
remains a hot topic, embodying the challenges and
considerations of a globalized world. What’s next in this evolving
story? Only time will tell.

For more information, you can read the full articles from My
News 13 here, Fox 13 here, and Lex 18 here.
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