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Rockledge Restaurant Owners Arrested
for Scamming Vulnerable Seniors

Brevard County restaurant owners arrested for scamming
seniors in a sophisticated online fraud scheme, targeting

vulnerable victims.

Rockledge, Florida, USA - In a shocking revelation, Mei Dong,
36, and Dong Dong Ye, 38, owners of Da Sushi in Rockledge,
Florida, have been arrested for their involvement in scamming
senior citizens. According to Florida Today, the couple
allegedly hacked into the computers of elderly individuals,
manipulating them into handing over thousands of dollars in gift
cards. This kind of deception adds to the troubling trend of
scams targeting our older population, whose financial safety is
becoming increasingly jeopardized.

A particularly heartbreaking case involved a 76-year-old man
from Elm Grove, Wisconsin, who fell victim to the scheme in
September 2023. After his computer was compromised, he
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received false instructions to buy gift cards from Lowe’s and
Home Depot to fix a supposed computer issue. Following these
directives, he subsequently wired $10,000 to a bank in
California, thinking he was solving a problem. The trail of these
gift cards ultimately led investigators to a $10,000 purchase of a
golf cart at a Lowe’s in Rockledge, revealing the suspects
through surveillance footage.

The Scope of Elder Fraud

This alarming incident is part of a broader pattern where online
scams increasingly target older adults. A report from 
Comparitech highlights that older homeowners, often with
financial savings and a trusting nature, are particularly
vulnerable to such fraudulent schemes. 

While fraud and identity theft reports saw a slight decline from
2021 to 2022, it’s clear that the scammers are becoming more
cunning. For instance, in 2001, there were just 325,000 fraud
reports. That number skyrocketed to 3.24 million by 2019,
peaked at nearly 6 million in 2021, and then slightly fell to 5.15
million in 2022.

A Stark Reality

What’s particularly concerning is that seniors collectively lost
over $3 billion to financial scams in 2020 alone. This figure rose
substantially from previous years, emphasizing the magnitude of
the problem. According to data from the Federal Trade
Commission (FTC), as discussed by AARP, older adults in 2024
reported record losses reaching $12.5 billion—up 25% from the
previous year. Not only is the financial cost significant, but the
emotional toll can be equally devastating.

Scammers employ various tactics to target older adults,
including impersonating tech support, government officials, or
even romantic partners. The results can be catastrophic. The
median loss reported by individuals aged 80 and above is
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around $1,674, substantially higher compared to their younger
counterparts. Furthermore, many seniors fail to report these
scams, with only 23% of those aged 70-79 coming forward,
highlighting the need for greater awareness and education
about these risks.

The Path Forward

The consequences of these scams are severe, affecting
emotional well-being and overall health among older adults.
Scams like the one involving Dong and Ye highlight a critical
need for community intervention and support. Education
campaigns on recognizing scams and encouraging reporting
could help mitigate these risks.

As these incidents become more frequent, we must remain
vigilant and proactive in protecting our vulnerable populations.
It’s clear that fraudsters are getting more sophisticated, but
together, our community can cultivate an atmosphere of
awareness and safety. After all, there’s something to be said for
being prepared!
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