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Sheriff Ivey Fires Back at Lizzo:
&#039;My Words Were
Misunderstood!&#039;

Brevard County Sheriff Wayne Ivey defends law
enforcement&#039;s stance on protests, sparking

controversy with pop star Lizzo’s claims.

Brevard County, Florida, USA - Brevard County is in the
spotlight following sharp comments from Sheriff Wayne Ivey
regarding upcoming protests and the subsequent backlash from
pop star Lizzo. Just ahead of the highly anticipated „No Kings“
protests, Ivey held a news conference with Florida Attorney
General James Uthmeier, where he warned protesters against
violent actions targeting law enforcement. He made it clear that
any violent conduct will lead to severe consequences, which
could include hospitalization and jail time. Fox 35 Orlando
reports that Ivey’s specific warnings included pointing guns or
throwing objects at deputies, actions which he indicated could

https://www.fox35orlando.com/news/brevard-sheriff-blasts-lizzo-over-claim-deputies-threatened-kill-peaceful-protestors


lead to law enforcement using lethal force.

In response to Ivey’s comments, Lizzo took to Instagram,
expressing her outrage and claiming that the sheriff threatened
to kill peaceful protesters. She characterized Ivey’s remarks as
unconstitutional and asserted that they jeopardized First
Amendment rights. „Remember your rights,“ Lizzo urged her
followers, emphasizing the need for voting and protecting one’s
constitutional freedoms. However, Ivey did not hold back in
defending himself, stating he was unfamiliar with Lizzo and
criticized her for misrepresenting his statements. He clarified
that his warnings were directed at those intending to engage in
violence, not at peaceful demonstrators. According to Iask.ca,
this exchange has ignited a heated debate around the nature of
protest and the line between peaceful assembly and violence.

The „No Kings“ Protests

More than 75 protests dubbed „No Kings“ are slated to unfold
across Florida, coinciding with the nationwide occasion of
defiance against the Trump administration. Events are set to
take place in cities including Jacksonville, pressing the
importance of free speech and assembly in public spaces.
According to USA Today, while Florida law firmly supports free
speech, it makes clear that violence and unlawful acts are not
protected under this right.

Florida’s recent „anti-riot“ law provides a stringent framework
that classifies riots and mandates that individuals arrested for
unlawful assembly are required to remain in custody without bail
until their first court appearance. Protesters must navigate
restrictions related to time, place, and manner, ensuring they
gather in designated public areas, such as sidewalks, parks, and
streets. Governor Ron DeSantis has reassured the public that
law enforcement is prepared for the anticipated protests and will
not tolerate any violence—a clear message amidst the buzzing
fervor around the events.

https://www.iask.ca/news/d5980dfae371d4751c16bb22ec373271/florida-sheriff-scolds-lizzo-after-she-said-law-enforcement-threatened-to-kill-peaceful-protestors
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/local/state/2025/06/13/what-to-know-free-speech-rights-no-kings-protests-florida/84183859007/


As the protests approach, citizens and officials alike are
contemplating the implications of Ivey’s statements and Lizzo’s
responses. It’s a conversation that underlines the ongoing
struggle between the right to protest and the need for public
safety—one that reminds us all that there’s much to be said for
the balance between maintaining order and preserving
individual freedoms.
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