22.Juni 2025

Titusville Man Convicted of Child Sexual
Abuse Faces Life in Prison

A Titusville man, Kristiane Calero, faces life in prison after
conviction for child sexual abuse involving two victims,
ages 11 and under.

Titusville, Florida, USA - In a troubling case emerging from
Brevard County, 44-year-old Kristiane Calero has been found
guilty of heinous crimes involving sexual abuse against two
young girls, including an 11-year-old babysitter. A jury convicted
Calero on 10 counts of lewd and lascivious molestation and the
distribution of obscene material to minors. The offense took
place in Calero’s Titusville apartment, where he used his
position of trust to exploit the victims. As a consequence of
these appalling actions, he faces a potential life sentence
without the chance of parole when he is sentenced on August
20, 2025. Notably, the timeline of these events coincides with a
period of grief for Calero, whose wife passed away from
COVID-19 months before the abuse came to light.



The evidence presented during the trial was damning, with
testimonies from both victims detailing the traumatic
encounters. Calero’s confession about engaging in sexual acts
with the girls further solidified the case against him.
Prosecutors, determined to secure a conviction, opted for a trial
without offering a plea deal. The investigation unfolded against
a backdrop of increasing concerns about child exploitation,
particularly in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

COVID-19’s Impact on Child Exploitation

The backdrop of this case sheds light on a worrying trend that
has emerged globally during the pandemic. Reports from
INTERPOL highlight that the COVID-19 crisis has exacerbated
child sexual abuse, with many cases going unreported. Schools
closed, children turned to virtual education, and their presence
online increased dramatically. Such steps opened up new
avenues for offenders, complicating existing protections.

According to INTERPOL’s findings, significant changes have
occurred in how child sexual exploitation material is shared and
consumed. The isolation caused by lockdowns and social
restrictions has heightened the vulnerability of children, making
them more susceptible to grooming and exploitation. As the
pandemic continues impacting our daily lives, these grim
realities are further emphasized, suggesting that many offenses
go unreported due to the obstacles victims face when seeking
help.

Pleading for Awareness

As alarming as Calero’s case may be, it is just one piece of a
larger puzzle. An analysis by WeProtect Global Alliance
indicates that not only has unsupervised internet usage soared
due to lockdowns, but there is also an overall increase in online
child sexual exploitation. Instances of coercion, extortion, and
manipulation of minors have surged, echoing the experiences of
Calero’s victims. Economic hardships faced during the pandemic


https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2020/INTERPOL-report-highlights-impact-of-COVID-19-on-child-sexual-abuse
https://www.weprotect.org/resources/library/impact-of-covid-19-on-child-sexual-exploitation-online/

are seen as promoting further instances of abuse, with offenders
taking advantage of isolated situations to exploit children.

This situation calls for an urgent response from communities and
law enforcement alike. Awareness campaigns aimed at
educating parents and children about online risks are crucial.
We need to ensure that reporting mechanisms are intact and
accessible, allowing for a swift response to suspicious activities.
The world must come together to protect our children and
prevent such occurrences from becoming a norm.

Moving forward, the stories of those affected must be heard, and
their plight addressed head-on. With cases like Calero’s serving
as a grim reminder of the vulnerabilities that exist, it is essential
to foster a proactive environment that seeks to shield children
from harm, particularly in these unprecedented times.
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