15. Juli 2025

C-43 Reservoir Launch: A Game-Changer
for Caloosahatchee River Health!

The C-43 reservoir in Hendry County opens, aiming to filter
Lake Okeechobee&#039;s polluted water, enhancing local
ecology and community resilience.

LaBelle, Florida, USA - On July 15, 2025, a significant
milestone was reached for environmental efforts in South
Florida. The C-43 reservoir in Hendry County was officially
inaugurated during a ribbon-cutting ceremony attended by
Florida State Senate President Ben Albritton and Governor Ron
DeSantis. The ceremony celebrated the activation of pumps that
will fill this massive reservoir with an impressive 55 billion
gallons of water. Designed to filter and divert polluted water
from Lake Okeechobee, the reservoir aims to alleviate the strain
on the Caloosahatchee River and its estuary, especially during
the wet season, when harmful discharges are a major concern.
WGCU reports that the C-43 is the largest above-ground
reservoir in America, spanning 18 square miles.


https://www.wgcu.org/top-story/2025-07-15/c43-reservoir-pumps-opened-tuesday-to-divert-polluted-lake-o-water-via-caloosahatchee-river

Executive Director Drew Bartlett of the South Florida Water
Management District highlighted the challenges faced in
bringing the project to fruition, ultimately leading to the decision
for direct management by the district. Emphasizing its
importance, Governor DeSantis pointed out how the reservoir
aligns with environmental goals and local community needs.

Environmental Impact and Water Quality
Improvements

The C-43 West Basin Storage Reservoir (WBSR), as part of the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) initiated by
Congress in 2000, is designed for more than just storage.
According to the South Florida Water Management District,
it will hold approximately 170,000 acre-feet of stormwater runoff
and releases from Lake Okeechobee. This reservoir will be a
game changer, reducing discharges into the estuary during rainy
periods and ensuring a steady freshwater flow during the dry
season.

Water depth in the C-43 reservoir will range from 15 to 25 feet,
carefully managed to support the diverse ecosystem of the
Caloosahatchee River Basin. What’s more, the construction
process will incorporate public access and recreational
opportunities, striking a balance between environmental needs
and community engagement. Governor DeSantis previously
emphasized the need for enhanced environmental protection
measures, especially given the threat of blue-green algal
blooms.

Construction and Future Plans

Construction of the C-43 reservoir began in 2000, transforming a
10,500-acre parcel into a vital water management tool. As noted
by Fox4Now, ongoing work includes the installation of dams
and foundational structures to support this ambitious project.
Phil Flood from the South Florida Water Management District


https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/c43waterqualitystudy
https://www.fox4now.com/labelle/water-cleanup-labelles-c-43-reservoir-set-to-restore-balance-to-the-caloosahatchee-river-and-estuary

remarked on the evolving development landscape in Florida,
driving the necessity of the reservoir, particularly to mitigate the
overwhelming runoff during heavy rains.

Furthermore, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers recently released
water from the lake, igniting community concerns regarding
potential blue-green algae contamination. The C-43 reservoir is
engineered specifically to preempt such environmental threats
by cleaning water before its release into the river. In fact, two
large openings will facilitate the flow of 25 billion gallons
through the infrastructure, aided by a pump station capable of
moving a staggering 650,000 gallons per minute.

Community engagement remains a priority, and local residents
will have the opportunity to utilize the reservoir for recreational
activities such as hiking, biking, and fishing. It’s all part of a
broader vision for a healthier ecosystem, demonstrating a
proactive approach to environmental conservation in Florida.
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