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Fatal Motorcycle Crash: Teen Arrested
for DUI After Pot-Related Incident

A tragic motorcycle accident in Lake Worth Beach
highlights the dangers of impaired driving, following
marijuana legalization&#039;s impact on crash rates.

Lake Worth Beach, Florida - A tragic motorcycle accident has
once again highlighted the growing concerns surrounding
impaired driving, particularly with the recent legalization of
marijuana. This unfortunate incident took place on February 29,
2024, at the intersection of Dixie Highway and Fourth Avenue
North in Lake Worth Beach, resulting in the death of Jorge De
Leon, a 27-year-old local rider. On June 13, 2024, authorities
arrested 19-year-old Juan Escobar Hernandez on charges of DUI
manslaughter, marking a grim reminder of the potential dangers
associated with drug use while driving.

Escobar Hernandez allegedly drove under the influence of
marijuana, which led to the collision with De Leon’s motorcycle.



The crash occurred around 10:30 PM when Escobar Hernandez
was turning left onto Fourth Avenue, violating De Leon’s right of
way. The impact propelled De Leon onto the roadway, and
tragically, he died at the scene. Reports indicate that Escobar
Hernandez’s vehicle struck a sheriff’s patrol car that was
stopped at a traffic signal, causing further chaos on an already
tragic night.

Increasing Dangers

Upon arrival, deputies detected the unmistakable smell of
marijuana emanating from Escobar Hernandez’s Dodge Charger,
and a marijuana cigarette was clearly visible in the vehicle.
During questioning, he admitted to using a vape pen earlier that
evening, stating that it helped him ,,relax.“ A toxicology report
later confirmed an ,,impairing amount* of THC in his system at
the time of the crash. Adding to the severity, at the time of the
incident, Escobar Hernandez was driving on a learner’s permit,
lacking a full and valid driver’s license.

This incident occurs against a backdrop of increasing statistics
regarding marijuana legalization and its link to traffic incidents.
A research study published by the National Institutes of Health
found that states legalizing recreational marijuana from 2009 to
2019 experienced notable increases in traffic-related injuries
and fatalities. Specifically, the study reported a 6.5% rise in
injury crash rates and a 2.3% rise in fatal crash rates due to
such legislative changes. What do these numbers mean for
Florida as it continues to grapple with the implications of
marijuana policies?

National Context and Local Implications

Further findings from the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS) reveal similar patterns across states like California,
Colorado, Oregon, and Washington, where marijuana has been
legalized. Post-legalization, these states saw a marked increase
in crash rates; California and Colorado alone saw spikes of



17.8% and 5% higher crash rates, respectively. Such statistics
paint a troubling picture as more states consider or have already
enacted marijuana legalization.

Moreover, a complex relationship has emerged regarding
marijuana use and driving safety. While studies have indicated
that marijuana users alone may not show an increased
likelihood of accidents compared to non-users, the combination
of marijuana and alcohol presents a different story. The IIHS
indicates that drivers under the influence of both substances are
far more susceptible to accidents, suggesting that it is the mix,
rather than marijuana alone, that raises the stakes.

As policymakers, law enforcement, and public health officials
consider the data, it is clear that the relationship between
marijuana legalization and traffic safety requires ongoing
attention. Questions linger about how authorities can effectively
manage impaired driving risks in the face of evolving legislation
and increasing acceptance of marijuana use. With the number of
states legalizing marijuana continuing to rise—over a third of
U.S. states have legalized it for adults aged 21 and older—it’s
imperative that drivers are made aware of the real dangers
associated with impaired driving.

In the wake of Jorge De Leon’s tragic death, we are reminded of
the personal toll of these numbers, and how crucial it is for
everyone on the road to understand the risks of impaired
driving, whether it stems from alcohol, marijuana, or any other
substance. Safe driving isn’t just a personal responsibility; it’s a
community necessity.

For more about the risks associated with marijuana legalization

and its impact on traffic safety, see the reports by the Palm
Beach Post, NIH, and the IIHS.

1


https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/crime/2025/06/17/police-driver-fatal-2024-crash-lake-worth-beach-florida-impaired-marijuana/84228084007/
https://www.palmbeachpost.com/story/news/crime/2025/06/17/police-driver-fatal-2024-crash-lake-worth-beach-florida-impaired-marijuana/84228084007/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9318699/
https://www.iihs.org/news/detail/crash-rates-jump-in-wake-of-marijuana-legalization-new-studies-show
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