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FSU and Clemson&#039;s Exit Strategy:
The Future of College Football Unveiled!

Florida State and Clemson settle with the ACC, paving the
way for potential conference shifts and new revenue
models in 2025.

Lake County, Florida, USA - In a significant turn of events,
Florida State University (FSU) and Clemson University have
officially settled their legal disputes with the Atlantic Coast
Conference (ACC). After a 14-month saga, both institutions
voted to drop their lawsuits against the ACC, culminating in the
withdrawal of their cases in May. Matt Baker of The Athletic
reports that the legal battle was largely spurred by escalating
revenue disparities among college football conferences,
particularly as FSU and Clemson sought to position themselves
favorably amid anticipated shifts in media rights deals.

The settlement is nothing short of pivotal, shaping the future
landscape of college athletics. It not only resolves a potential



$500 million exit fee but also introduces a dynamic shift in how
revenue is distributed among member schools. Starting with the
2025-26 season, the costs to exit the ACC will decline
annually—beginning at $165 million and reducing to just $75
million by the 2030-31 season. This newfound clarity offers FSU
and Clemson a straightforward path should they decide to leave
the conference, especially with whispers of a ,,super league*
circling the college sports environment.

An EXit Strategy

The crux of this settlement is the introduction of an ,,Option of
Limited Withdrawal* clause. This provision enables a minimum
of six teams to exit for a single-sport league while still
participating in the ACC for other sports—be it basketball or
softball. However, departing under this option comes with hefty
fines, sometimes reaching into the tens of millions. Despite this
drawback, many foresee that the anticipated financial benefits
of a new TV contract aligning with a ,,super league* might offset
the exit fines.

Schools under this arrangement must notify the ACC of their
intent to leave by June 1 of the year preceding the jump to
ensure release by June 30 of the following year. Member
institutions retain all media rights when they depart, a crucial
factor in this evolving landscape. It’s worth noting that the legal
skirmish reflected concerns about how the ACC would handle
media payouts in the wake of budding competition from the SEC
and Big Ten conferences.

Changing Revenue Distribution

Beyond the exit clauses, the settlement reconfigures how
television revenue is parceled out amongst ACC members.
Under the new model, 40% of revenue will now be shared
equally among schools, while the remaining 60% will hinge on
viewership metrics—75% stemming from football statistics and
25% from basketball performance. The implications are



particularly favorable for high-profile programs like FSU,
Clemson, Miami, and North Carolina, enabling them to tread
water financially with their SEC and Big Ten counterparts.

FSU Athletic Director Michael Alford recently commented on the
broader implications of these changes, revealing plans for new
facilities and the steps needed to maintain a competitive edge.
The settlement marks a turning point, not just for FSU and
Clemson but for all schools in the ACC navigating the
tumultuous waters of college athletics.

As the dust settles on this legal scuffle, the clarity surrounding
the exit options, media rights, and revenue sharing offers a
glimmer of hope for teams like FSU. With the landscape of
college football continually shifting, there’s much to keep an eye
on in the coming months.

As fans and commentators alike ponder the future, one thing is
clear: the sporting world is watching closely as FSU and Clemson
position themselves for a potential leap into the unknown.

For further details, check out Sports lllustrated, Yahoo
Sports, and Tallahassee.com for comprehensive coverage on
the developments surrounding FSU’s future in college athletics.
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