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Groveland&#039;s Bold Move: DarkSky
Retrofits Promises Savings and Stars!

Groveland, FL, aims for Dark Sky Community certification
in 2025, reducing light pollution, saving costs, and

promoting nature.

Groveland, Florida, USA - Just a couple of years after securing
the title of the first certified International DarkSky Community in
Florida and the southeastern United States, Groveland is on the
fast track to further enhance its commitment to preserving the
night sky. The local government is gearing up to retrofit 783 city-
leased lighting fixtures in an effort to minimize light pollution
and promote natural darkness, a vital component for the health
of both local ecosystems and the community’s quality of life. As
detailed in Daily Commercial, these plans will be a hot topic at
the upcoming City Council meeting.

With the aim to save the city’s budget while maintaining the
beauty of the night sky, retrofitting will yield monthly savings

https://www.dailycommercial.com/story/news/local/2025/07/07/the-stars-align-for-groveland-and-planned-retrofits-to-keep-its-darksky/84489805007/


estimated at $791.16, culminating in around $9,493.92 yearly.
Over the course of the next decade, taxpayers stand to benefit
from an impressive projected total savings of approximately
$94,939.20. However, navigating these waters hasn’t been
without its challenges. While some community members, like
Fred Larson from Keep Groveland Honest, are skeptical and
argue that such initiatives divert necessary funds from critical
infrastructure, city officials are optimistic about collaborative
efforts moving forward.

Community Engagement and Dark Sky
Events

The local government is fostering a sense of community around
the Dark Sky Initiative. In February, Groveland will host its
famed Star Party, inviting residents to come together and
engage with the night sky. This event not only promotes the
astronomical wonders above but also reinforces the city’s
commitment to the Dark Sky Initiative. To further deepen
understanding of light pollution and its effects, a virtual
community-wide workshop is scheduled for February 24th.
Attendees will delve into topics like dark sky tourism and the
impressive conservation efforts bolstering Groveland’s initiative,
as outlined on the city’s official website here.

Local stakeholders, including Madelline Mathis, the Dark Sky
Consultant, and Steven Miller, a delegate from the Central
Florida International Dark-Sky Association, are essential figures
in this transformative effort. Their expertise is making a
palpable difference, showcasing how communities can unite for
the common goal of preserving natural darkness.

The Broader Context of Dark Sky
Conservation

The urgency behind Groveland’s initiative is well-placed. A
staggering 80% of the global population can no longer catch

https://groveland-fl.gov/592/Dark-Sky-Community


sight of the Milky Way due to skyglow from poor lighting
choices, which sees an annual increase of approximately 10%.
As highlighted by the Dark Sky Center, such changes in our
night sky are not just a loss of beauty; they are erasing our
shared heritage and impacting cultural narratives shaped by
celestial wonders. As humans, our gaze has long been directed
toward the stars, inspiring countless facets of art and science
throughout history. A clear night sky serves as a canvas for our
curiosity, illuminating paths to greater understanding of our
universe.

In Groveland, efforts are afoot not just to save light and money
but also to honor our relationship with the natural world. Both
conservation and community engagement work hand in hand to
ensure that Groveland remains a beacon of dark sky
preservation—a true gem of Florida that encourages us all to
look up and reconnect with the cosmos.

As the city moves forward with its initiatives, it does so with a
vision: one where natural night skies are not just preserved but
celebrated. There’s certainly something to be said for that.
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