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Remembering Jeff Pfister: A Legacy of
Law, Family, and Community

Remembering Jeff Pfister, a dedicated lawyer and
community advocate from Leesburg, who passed away at
71. A celebration of life is planned.

Tavares, Florida, USA - In a profound loss for the Tavares
community, Jeff Pfister, a beloved lawyer, father, and educator,
passed away peacefully in his sleep at the age of 71 on May 28,
2025. He was not only dedicated to his craft but also deeply
committed to his family, which included eight children. Among
them is Terri Pfister, who serves as the principal at Seminole
Springs Elementary School. His unexpected passing has left a
notable void in both his family and the local legal community.

Pfister was born on October 31, 1953, in Lake County and
graduated from Leesburg High School in 1971. He went on to
earn a bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre Dame in
1975, before attending Florida State University Law School,



where he completed his studies in 1977. Remarkably, he passed
the Florida Bar exam on his first attempt in 1978, a testament to
his diligent preparation and legal acumen. His early career
began at the State Attorney’s Office for the 5th Judicial Circuit of
Florida, and by 1985, he opened his own private practice.

A Legacy of Advocacy

Recognized as one of the first Board-Certified Criminal Trial
Attorneys in Florida, Pfister remained active in the legal field
until his death. He was inducted into the Lake County Schools
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2023, a fitting tribute to his longstanding
commitment to education as well as law. His clients often
benefitted from his compassionate approach, especially in
juvenile cases, where he combined legal expertise with a
genuine desire to help young clients succeed academically.

Known for his skill and passion for the law, Pfister dedicated
himself fully to each case he undertook, embodying the highest
standards of the legal profession. His commitment to the
community extended beyond the courtroom; he taught Sunday
School for 27 years and was heavily involved in various church
activities as a devout Catholic.

Remembering a Loving Family Man

Jeff Pfister leaves behind a vibrant family, including his wife of
33 years, Lori A. Pfister, eight children, numerous grandchildren,
and a great-granddaughter. His family was of paramount
importance to him, and through his life and values, he instilled a
sense of integrity and responsibility in them. Friends and
colleagues have described him as a compassionate, skilled, and
generous individual—with a heart full of love for his family and
passion for his work.

A funeral mass is scheduled for June 20 at St. Patrick Catholic
Church in Mount Dora, followed by a celebration of life at
O’Keefe’s Irish Pub & Restaurant in Tavares. As the community



gathers to honor his memory, there’s little doubt that Pfister’s
impact on those he leaves behind will resonate for years to
come.

In the legal world, Pfister’s contributions remind many of the
importance of advocacy and mentorship, elements that continue
to drive professionals like John Romano, a board-certified civil
trial advocate. Romano emphasizes the necessity of
commitment in trial law. He is known for his extensive
knowledge, having litigated nearly every type of civil and
criminal case throughout almost 50 years of practice. His
involvement in trial advocacy training across America
underscores the importance of nurturing the next generation of
attorneys, much like Pfister did in his community.

As we reflect on Jeff Pfister’s life, it’s clear that he was not just a
figure in the legal field but a dedicated father, husband,
educator, and community member whose legacy will be
cherished and carried forward by all who knew him.
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