17. Juli 2025

Minneola Welcomes New K-8 School
Focusing on Aviation and Engineering!

Lake County will unveil Minneola Horizon Academy, a K-8
school emphasizing aviation and engineering, on August
11, 2025.

Minneola, Florida, USA - In a move that underscores the rapid
development in Lake County, Florida, the new Minneola Horizon
Academy, a K-8 school, is set to open its doors on August 11,
2025. District officials and local leaders gathered for a
ceremonial ribbon-cutting to mark the occasion. This new
educational facility will not only serve as a refuge for
overcrowding in nearby schools but also focus on aviation,
aerospace, and engineering education, a significant step toward
enhancing STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and
math) instruction for local students.

Principal Andrea Nelson expressed enthusiasm about the
engaging curriculum that will introduce students to drones,



coding, and various engineering principles from their first days
of kindergarten through their last year in eighth grade. The
intent is to spark a curiosity about aviation and space
exploration among young learners. In collaboration with Space
Florida, the state’s aerospace finance and development
authority, the school aims to connect students with valuable
skills relevant to the aerospace industry, following a
Memorandum of Understanding signed in 2024.

Meeting Educational Needs

As Minneola’s population surges—from approximately 13,973 in
2020 to an estimated 20,531 in 2025, marking a substantial
growth of 44.53%—the new school is responding to an urgent
educational demand. Current Lake County Schools facilities were
simply unable to accommodate the fast-growing student
enrollment. The Minneola Horizon Academy is being constructed
next to a new subdivision, projected to add at least 10,000
homes, making the need for this new school all the more
pressing. Currently, the nearest public elementary school is 6.5
miles away.

The $65 million project has been funded entirely through impact
fees from these new housing units—a clear indicator of the local
government’s commitment to develop comprehensive
educational facilities that keep pace with communal growth.
With construction halfway complete, crews are eagerly
preparing for internal work as they look forward to the school’s
opening.

A Hub for Community Growth

The excitement surrounding educational advancements goes
hand in hand with other significant developments in Minneola.
Alongside the new school, plans are underway for a new library
at the former city hall site, enhancing learning and recreational
opportunities in the area. Local officials, including Mayor Pat
Kelley, recently highlighted various projects aimed at



community improvement, such as a new fire station and a city
trailhead to promote outdoor activities.

Additionally, a new Advent Health facility is projected to open by
December 2025, bringing 80 beds and 24 ER bays, which will
create roughly 500 jobs in the area. Coupled with these
initiatives, the anticipated Crooked Can Brewery, set to provide
entertainment and dining options, is just the cherry on top of a
developing hub bursting with new amenities.

While the Click Orlando report celebrates the imminent
opening of Minneola Horizon Academy, it does not stand alone in
this narrative. Lake and Sumter Style emphasizes the long-
term planning committed toward easing educational pressures,
while SLTablet takes a broader view of the local community’s
evolution, showcasing an array of developments contributing to
Minneola’s vibrancy.

Let’s not forget, learning opportunities here are not just for the
students! A ,,Meet the Teacher* event scheduled for August 6
will allow families to familiarize themselves with the new
campus before classes begin. As these diverse efforts unfold,
Minneola is firmly on the map as a place where education meets
community, shaping a brighter future for all its residents.
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