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Repeat Offender: Gurnee&#039;s
Alleged Drunk Driver Strikes Storage

Unit Again
An alleged drunk driver with multiple DUIs crashed into a

Gurnee storage facility, prompting legal action and
community concern over impaired driving in Lake County.

Gurnee, Illinois, United States - In an alarming incident over
the weekend, Bradford Goar was arrested in Gurnee for
allegedly driving under the influence and crashing into a U-Haul
unloading area. As reported by Lake McHenry Scanner, Goar,
currently facing at least his sixth DUI charge, collided with a
loading ramp and a storage unit door while victims were
unloading their vehicle. The police arrived on the scene after
receiving reports of the disturbance, only to find Goar exhibiting
clear signs of intoxication, further complicating an already grave
situation.

https://www.lakemchenryscanner.com/2025/06/08/lake-county-prosecutors-alleged-drunk-driver-who-hit-gurnee-storage-facility-has-at-least-six-duis/


Witnesses on the scene took matters into their own hands,
seizing Goar’s keys to prevent his escape. Officers detected a
strong odor of alcohol, noted his slurred speech, and observed
his bloodshot eyes—classic signs of impaired driving. To add to
the bizarre nature of the incident, Goar required assistance to
stand and almost fell on multiple occasions during his
interaction with law enforcement. However, he refused to
participate in field sobriety tests or provide a breath sample,
which can often exacerbate the legal consequences for
offenders.

A Pattern of Recklessness

Goar’s troubling history reveals a pattern of behavior that
cannot be overlooked. Court records show he has at least five
prior DUI convictions and served three years and six months in
prison for a previous aggravated DUI from 2022, which involved
even more infractions. In light of this recent incident, the Lake
County State’s Attorney’s Office has filed motions to keep him in
custody until his upcoming detention court hearing.

The statistics surrounding impaired driving reveal a stark reality.
According to Lake County Indiana’s sobering statistics, in
2021 alone, 13,384 individuals died on U.S. roads due to
Operating While Intoxicated. About 33% of these impaired
drivers are repeat offenders, shedding light on a critical public
safety issue. In 2022, Lake County recorded 26% of Indiana’s
DUI fatalities, the second highest in the state.

A Broader Context

Drunk driving doesn’t just lead to accidents; it imposes
substantial burdens on families and communities. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) suggests that a
first-time drunk driver has likely driven while intoxicated around
87 times before their initial arrest—a staggering thought when
considering the potential for harm. The 2022 National Survey on
Drug Use & Health highlights alarming trends, showing that 10%

https://lakecountyin.gov/departments/lados2/lados-2-sobering-statistics


of Indiana’s population struggles with Substance Use Disorder.
In Lake County, 19% of adults admit to binge drinking in the
past month, marking it as a high-risk area for alcohol abuse.

Moreover, a report from GAO stresses the importance of
collecting and sharing data on impaired driving offenses.
Criminal justice agencies across states face serious challenges
in tracking impaired driving offenders due to gaps in reporting
systems. Enhanced technology and training could streamline
this process and help reduce the number of repeat offenders like
Goar.

As communities continue working towards safer roadways, the
need for a supportive, informed approach remains crucial.
Remember, there’s no social event worth the risk when it comes
to drinking and driving; staying sober is the clear choice. How
many more cases like Goar’s will it take before the message
truly resonates?
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