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Seminole County Launches Smart
Mosquito Traps to Combat Pests!

Explore Lake County&#039;s innovative mosquito control
efforts, utilizing advanced traps for effective surveillance

and data collection.

Central Florida Zoo, Sanford, FL, USA - The Seminole
County Mosquito Control Program is taking strides in the battle
against pesky mosquitoes with a high-tech approach that
combines data collection and environmental awareness. Director
Theressa Jones recently showcased the innovative mosquito
traps outside the Central Florida Zoo in Sanford, demonstrating
how they effectively capture these unwelcome visitors. These
traps attract mosquitoes using carbon dioxide, which is essential
for their operation, and hold them in a collection bag for
analysis. The results from these traps provide crucial
information such as the number of mosquitoes, their size, and
their activity periods, which can inform treatment strategies. As
reported by mynews13.com, this technology allows data to be

https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/07/16/seminole-county-mosquito-control-program


transmitted via WiFi, significantly enhancing the efficiency of
mosquito management efforts.

Each trap is designed to last four to five days and can be reused,
which is both environmentally friendly and cost-effective. What’s
fascinating is the computer system integrated within these
traps. It not only counts the captured mosquitoes but can also
distinguish them from moths based on their wing beats. This
automation reduces the reliance on manual data collection and
allows staff to focus on other crucial aspects of mosquito control.

Weekly Rotations and Expanding Efforts

Currently, these traps are rotated each week at the zoo, with
ambitious plans to extend their deployment to other areas
throughout the county. In total, Seminole County employs 32
different types of mosquito traps weekly, although many of
these traditional traps do not track data automatically. The
innovative trapping methods signal a shift towards more
effective monitoring of mosquito populations, which is essential,
especially with concerning trends in mosquito-borne disease
outbreaks.

As the CDC outlines, professionals utilize a variety of traps for
mosquito surveillance, capturing different species at various life
stages—eggs, larvae, and adult females, among others. For
example, the Autocidal Gravid Ovitrap is targeted at specific
species like Aedes aegypti and is best used in warmer months
(as noted by the CDC). Such traps, when used effectively, can
bolster local mosquito control efforts significantly.

Community Involvement and Prevention
Tips

In addition to the technical measures being implemented,
Director Jones encourages residents to play an active role in
mosquito management. She suggests simple actions such as

https://www.cdc.gov/mosquitoes/php/toolkit/mosquito-surveillance-traps.html


treating gutters, emptying standing water from dog bowls, kiddy
pools, and even draining jetskis and boats after use to prevent
mosquito breeding. Furthermore, she advises wearing bug
repellent or long sleeves when venturing outdoors, especially
during peak mosquito activity times.

The combination of community education and advanced
technology marks a refreshing approach in Seminole County’s
fight against mosquitoes. Jones emphasizes that residents can
report any increases in mosquito populations to the Mosquito
Control office for further action, fostering a collaborative spirit in
keeping the area comfortable and safe from these nuisance
insects.
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