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Central Florida Man Sentenced to Life
for Murder of Toddler

A Central Florida man was sentenced to life for the murder
of 2-year-old Jacklyn Schwingel, highlighting urgent child

abuse issues.

Tavares, Florida, USA - In a heart-wrenching case that has
captured the attention of Central Florida, Travis Ray Thompson,
a 27-year-old man, has been found guilty of murdering two-year-
old Jacklyn Schwingel. Following nearly two hours of
deliberation, jurors delivered the verdict, marking a crucial step
in a tragedy that shook the community.

The incident transpired on May 3, 2022, when the Marion County
Sheriff’s Office responded to a report of child abuse from
AdventHealth Waterman in Tavares, Florida. Jacklyn was rushed
to the Emergency Room in critical condition but was pronounced
dead after all life-saving measures failed. State Attorney Bill
Gladson remarked that Thompson „stole the life of an innocent



child,” underscoring the gravity of this case.

The Tragic Circumstances

The heartache began when Jacklyn’s mother entrusted
Thompson with her care. In an alarming turn of events, she
received a call from Thompson indicating that something was
wrong with her child. Upon her return home, she discovered
Jacklyn lifeless, exhibiting a shallow pulse and a distended
abdomen. Attempts to take Jacklyn to the hospital were made,
but medical personnel identified clear signs of child abuse,
prompting them to alert authorities.

Thompson, in his defense, claimed he was in a separate room
when a loud noise drew his attention, only to find Jacklyn
unresponsive. However, the Medical Examiner’s Office reported
that her death resulted from traumatic injuries to her torso,
including a severed spine and internal bleeding. It became
evident that Thompson had applied substantial force, bending
Jacklyn backward beyond her natural range of motion, which led
to his arrest.

Community Impact and the Bigger Picture

As the community grapples with the fallout from this tragedy,
it’s important to recognize that child maltreatment is not an
isolated concern. Across Florida, the statistics reveal a grim
reality. According to data from Florida Health Charts, child abuse
rates among children aged 5-11 in Alachua County stood at
253.5 per 100,000 in 2024. This rate is notably lower than the
state average of 346.7 for the same age group, but Alachua
County still ranks in the first quartile for child abuse rates,
indicating that many Florida counties face more severe issues.

Child abuse, as defined by Florida law, encompasses any willful
act or threatened act that causes physical, mental, or sexual
injury to a child. The implications of such abuse extend far
beyond the immediate harm, affecting the victims for a lifetime.



A Call to Action

In the wake of Jacklyn’s tragic story, Marion County Sheriff Billy
Woods praised the Major Crimes detectives for their diligent
work in this case, highlighting the commitment to protecting
children in the community. The prosecution, led by Assistant
State Attorneys Amy Berndt and Sasha Kidney, also recognized
the critical collaboration between law enforcement and medical
professionals in bringing attention to this dark chapter.

The verdict serves as a painful reminder and a call to action for
citizens and authorities alike. There’s something to be said for
the importance of vigilance when it comes to the welfare of
children. As communities, we must be ready to act and advocate
for policies and education that protect young lives from the
horrors of abuse.

As we reflect on this heartbreaking case, we must not forget the
innocent lives affected by such tragedies. May Jacklyn Schwingel
be remembered, and may her story inspire stronger measures to
safeguard children across Central Florida and beyond.

For more details, visit West Orlando News for in-depth coverage
and the health statistics at Florida Health Charts.
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