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Utah Jazz Eye Potential Stars in Thrilling
NBA Draft Second Round

Explore the Utah Jazz&#039;s 2025 NBA Draft strategy,
focusing on key second-round picks and talent evaluation
insights.

Lake County, USA - The Utah Jazz have been making waves in
this year’s NBA Draft by focusing on rising stars and high-upside
players as they seek to reconfigure their roster. With the
addition of new talent, all eyes are on their second-round pick,
the 53rd overall. After picking Ace Bailey, a dynamic forward
from Rutgers, at No. 5, the Jazz are now turning their sights on
potential diamonds in the rough available in the second round.
They’re certainly not shy about looking for talent beyond the
first-round buzz.

The mid-range game has become crucial for any team looking to
shape its future, and the Jazz are well aware of this. While Ace
Bailey showcases exceptional physical attributes and scoring



versatility, including a 7’0" wingspan and an impressive vertical
leap, the Jazz also made a strategic trade, moving up to pick
Walter Clayton Jr. at No. 18. This move reflects the Jazz’s
intention to bolster their backcourt with players who can think
quickly on their feet and execute precise shooting, as Clayton
boasts an 85% free-throw conversion rate (SLCDunk).

Second-Round Possibilities

As the Jazz delve into the second-round talent pool, five names
have already sparked interest within the organization. Notably,
KSL Sports highlights the skills of Sion James, a guard from
Duke. With averages of 8.6 points, 4.2 rebounds, and a shooting
percentage that speaks for itself—.516 from the field and .413
from beyond the arc—James stands out for his athleticism and
leadership. He played a significant role in Duke’s Final Four run,
showing he can handle pressure and perform at crucial times.

Then there’s Alijah Martin from Florida, another intriguing
prospect. Averaging 14.4 points and noted for his athletic
finishing and defensive prowess, Martin helped lead his team to
a national title and could be just what the Jazz need, particularly
in terms of providing defensive stability and scoring options.

If Jazz management is on the lookout for versatility, Max Shulga,
formerly of Utah State, might fit the bill. Known for his ball-
handling and playmaking acumen, Shulga averaged 15.0 points
and collected 5.9 rebounds per game, making him a candidate
for a potential two-way contract. His development will be
essential for blending into the Jazz’s future plans.

Physical Presence on the Court

As the Jazz focus more on the forward position, they might find
that Johni Broome is the kind of physical presence they require.
With averages of 18.6 points and 10.8 rebounds, Broome’s
ability to defend the rim and rebound is noteworthy. His stats
reflect a solid player, even if he may need to work on his


https://www.slcdunk.com/2025/6/25/24456075/2025-nba-draft-utah-jazz-pick-recap
https://kslsports.com/nba/utah-jazz/best-second-round-options/550858

shooting consistency from three-point range.

Finally, let’s not overlook Kobe Brea from Kentucky. This 6’7"
guard, boasting a 47% shooting rate from beyond the arc,
indicates he can net points in various situations, whether it’s
catch-and-shoot or off screens. Although recognized primarily as
a shooting specialist, his potential to develop into a solid all-
around player makes him an interesting option for the Jazz in
this critical round (Sports lllustrated).

As Utah Jazz management wraps up their strategy for the
upcoming season, the excitement is palpable. With well-rounded
options in the second round, it seems the Jazz aren’t just fishing
in the pond but are hunting for the next catch that could add
real value to their game. The upcoming season is set to be a
thrilling one in Jazz Nation, and fans eagerly hope for talent that
can elevate the team to new heights.
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