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Fruitland Park Tragedy: Woman Charged
in Fatal Bicycle Collision

A Fruitland Park woman, 34, was arrested for DUI
manslaughter after fatally striking a cyclist in Marion

County on June 8, 2025.

State Road 25, near Belleview, Marion County, Florida,
USA - In a tragic incident that underscores the perils faced by
cyclists on the road, 34-year-old Janice Schwarz from Fruitland
Park has been arrested and charged with DUI manslaughter
following the death of a 37-year-old bicyclist from Ocala. The
accident occurred just before 2 a.m. on State Road 25, near
Belleview, as Schwarz was driving westbound and struck the
cyclist who was riding on the north shoulder. Emergency
responders from Marion County Fire Rescue pronounced the
man dead at the scene, highlighting the grim realities of road
safety for cyclists in Florida.

Janice Schwarz is currently held in Marion County Jail without



bond, facing serious charges that encompass not only DUI
manslaughter but also four counts of DUI property damage, a
reflection of the potential chaos unleashed when driving under
the influence.

A Hard Look at Road Safety

This incident brings to light the pressing issue of pedestrian and
bicycle safety in Florida, which has been emphasized in the
state’s Pedestrian and Bicycle Strategic Safety Plan (PBSSP).
Updated in October 2021, the PBSSP outlines a comprehensive
five-year approach to reduce serious injuries and fatalities
among road users. The plan highlights the importance of data
collection and strategic resource allocation to improve safety,
particularly in high-crash areas.

Florida’s PBSSP aims to eliminate fatalities and serious injuries
on public roads through a mix of education, enforcement, and
engineering strategies. With an organized framework that
includes law enforcement and community outreach, the
initiative is focused on creating a safer environment for both
pedestrians and cyclists throughout the state.

The Importance of Awareness

But the numbers tell a chilling story. According to the CDC,
nearly 1,000 cyclists die each year in the United States, with
over 130,000 suffering injuries in crashes. Not only do bicycle
trips account for only 1% of all trips in the country, but cyclists
also represent over 2% of fatalities in motor vehicle crashes. The
financial burden is staggering, with the annual costs of bicycle
injuries and deaths exceeding $23 billion in healthcare expenses
and lost productivity.

Research indicates that most cyclist deaths happen away from
intersections, emphasizing the need for improved visibility and
awareness, both for drivers and cyclists. Men, particularly, are at
a heightened risk, experiencing death rates six times higher



than women. Effective interventions—such as the
implementation of bike lanes and mandatory use of
helmets—are crucial for reducing these catastrophic outcomes.

Moreover, it’s critical to address the issue of alcohol-influenced
driving, which was a factor in this unfortunate incident. About
one-third of fatal crashes involve alcohol, presenting an urgent
call for enhanced public awareness and enforcement measures
in order to protect our vulnerable road users.

As communities rally for safer roads, ongoing education and
enforcement are vital components of the solution. The Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT) has initiated programs like
the High Visibility Enforcement Program, aimed at raising
awareness and compliance with traffic laws designed to protect
both cyclists and pedestrians.

It’s a wake-up call for everyone involved—drivers, policymakers,
and cyclists themselves. While tragic events like this are
reminders of what can happen when safety is compromised,
they also ignite an impetus for change and a collective
responsibility to make our roads safer for all.

For further information on safety initiatives, review Florida’s 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Strategic Plan and CDC’s
Bicycle Safety Facts for tips that could save a life.

This narrative serves as a poignant reminder that there’s
something to be said for vigilance on the roads. Let’s keep our
communities safe—every cyclist’s ride could depend on it.
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