14. Juli 2025

Lauren Balcomb Clinches $130,000
Grand Prix Victory in Ocala!

Lauren Balcomb triumphs at the $130,000 Grand Prix
CSI3* in Ocala, clinching victory with Verdini
D&#039;Houtveld Z.

World Equestrian Center - Ocala, Ocala, FL, USA - The
World Equestrian Center in Ocala, Florida, buzzed with
excitement recently as the $130,000 Wheels Up Grand Prix
CSI3* showcased thrilling performances and fierce competition.
This prestigious event saw riders and their equine partners
execute breathtaking rounds, but none shone brighter than
Lauren Balcomb and her remarkable mount, Verdini D’Houtveld
Z.

Coming in hot with a flawless performance, Lauren Balcomb
from Australia took first place riding the 2011 Zangersheide
gelding, whose lineage includes Verdi Tn and Caretino. Balcomb
clocked an impressive time of 39.85 seconds in the jump-off,



edging out her competitors and securing not just a win, but a
hefty prize pot of $42,900. *Equestrian Life* reports that this
victory showcases Balcomb’s skill and the exceptional abilities of
her horse, which she also owns.

Runners-Up Keep the Pressure On

Trailing closely behind, American rider Aaron Vale piloted Helios
Du Moulin, finishing second in 40.22 seconds, earning $26,000
in prize money. Helios, a 2017 gelding sired by Untouchable,
demonstrated remarkable agility and control. Meanwhile, Luis
Pedro Biraben from Argentina rode Vasco 109 to a strong third
place with a time of 40.80 seconds, taking home $19,500.

The broad field included several talented riders. Chloe Reid from
the USA took fourth on her Hanoverian gelding, Crossover 4,
clocking 42.13 seconds and securing $13,000. Sharn Wordley
from New Zealand ranked fifth on Brin D’or de Haute Melen Z,
finishing in 43.04 seconds for a prize of $7,800.

The Full Rundown of Rankings

The event underscored the international talent competing at the
World Equestrian Center, highlighted by diverse rider
backgrounds and horse breeds. The detailed results were as
follows:

Position Horse Rider Time Prize Money
1 Verdini Lauren 39.85 $42,900
D’Houtveld [Balcomb seconds

Z (AUS)
2 Helios Du |Aaron Vale |40.22 $26,000
Moulin (USA) seconds
3 Vasco 109 |Luis Pedro (40.80 $19,500
Biraben seconds
(ARG)
4 Crossover 4 [Chloe Reid [42.13 $13,000
(USA) seconds




5 Brin D’Or Sharn 43.04 $7,800
De Haute [Wordley seconds
Melen Z (NZL)
6 Luidam Maya Denis |44.62 $5,850
Quality (MEX) seconds
7 Champion [Sharn 45.10 $3,900
League Wordley seconds
(NZL)
8 Ennebel Peter 42.55 $3,250
Van Het Petschenig |seconds
Posthuijs (AUT)
9 Qinaki Van |Lauren 43.17 $2,600
Den Dael Murphy seconds
(USA)
10 HFB Samuel 46.90 $2,600
Versace Parot Jr seconds
(CHD)

For those who missed the thrilling action, photos captured by
Andrew Ryback Photography and videos available at
ClipMyHorse.TV allow fans to relive the exceptional moments of
this year’s Grand Prix.

As fans of the equestrian sport, we are reminded that events like
this not only highlight the athletic prowess of horses and riders
but also foster a vibrant community passionate about show
jumping and competition. The excitement of the Grand Prix
surely leaves us all looking forward to what awaits in the future.

Check out more details on Lauren Balcomb’s sensational victory
on Equestrian Life and complete results on Rye Gate.
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