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Top Schools Battle for Vanguard Star
James Bethea&#039;s Commitment!

James Bethea, a rising football star from Ocala&#039;s
Vanguard, narrows his college offers to ten schools,

emphasizing key recruitment factors.

Ocala, USA - In the bustling world of high school football, one
name is making waves: James Bethea, a standout wide receiver
from Vanguard High School. Just recently, as of June 8, Bethea
has gained Power 4 prospect status, narrowing his offers down
to ten schools. His journey is not just about skill on the field; it’s
also about the deep relationships he cultivates with coaches and
the promise of early playing time. With offers pouring in,
including recent ones from Missouri and Nebraska after his
announcement, Bethea’s recruitment process remains vibrant
and open.
Ocala.com reports that he is receiving guidance from his
head coach, Edwin Farmer, and Coach Maurice Jones, who have
played significant roles in helping him sift through his options.

https://www.ocala.com/story/sports/high-school/football/2025/06/10/georgia-florida-makes-the-cut-for-2027-vanguard-wr-james-bethea/84114135007/


As of now, Bethea’s top ten schools reflect a mixture of personal
connections and coaching philosophies that resonate with him.
Here’s a look at the contenders:

University of Kansas – Known for a straightforward
and knowledgeable receivers coach who emphasizes
personal growth.
University of Georgia – Coach Kirby Smart is dedicated
to player development and keeps tabs on academic
progress.
University of Central Florida (UCF) – A place he’s
familiar with, given his frequent game attendance and
connections through Coach Farmer.
Georgia Tech – The campus atmosphere appeals to
Bethea, though he hopes to visit more.
Arkansas State – Coaches here focus on character and
familial values; the laid-back Coach Marquase Lovings
stands out.
University of Miami – Eager to learn about the culture,
Bethea feels a visit is essential.
Georgia Southern – The coaching staff fosters a family-
like environment, which Bethea appreciates.
Auburn University – Genuine concern from coaches
strikes a chord with him, as does their emphasis on
brotherhood.
University of Tennessee – Recently offered, and a visit
is surely on the horizon.
University of Florida – The consistent communication
and support from coaches have made a positive
impression.

Breakout Performances

Bethea’s play on the field speaks for itself. During Vanguard’s
recent spring game against Eastside, he lit up the scoreboard
with two touchdown catches, helping secure a solid 21-7 victory.
Notably, Bethea announced a new offer from the University of
Georgia right after the game, further fueling excitement around



his potential future. According to Yahoo Sports, he has
amassed a total of 17 offers, including recent opportunities from
Miami, Auburn, Tennessee, and Vanderbilt.

At only 16 years old, with one year of varsity experience under
his belt, Bethea is a 6-foot-1 athlete who has transitioned from
defensive back to focusing primarily on the receiver position. His
size and speed have been noted since his youth days, and he
has recently showcased his strong hands and impressive route-
running skills at various team camps. Vanguard head coach
Edwin Farmer praised Bethea’s on-field prowess, as he shines
not just in offensive plays but also makes significant
contributions to special teams.

The buzz surrounding Bethea is expected to grow even more as
college coaches can start reaching out to 2027 prospects on
June 15. With more offers likely to come, not only is Bethea a
notable local talent, but he’s becoming a name to watch on the
national stage. No doubt, there’s something to be said for his
relentless dedication and craft on the field, marking him as a
promising prospect for the future.
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