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World Equestrian Center&#039;s Bold
Sports Campus Plan Sparks Local Debate
Marion County plans a major sports campus at the World
Equestrian Center, facing community concerns over noise

and land use.

Ocala, Florida, USA - In a significant development for local
sports and community engagement, the World Equestrian
Center (WEC) has cleared a vital regulatory hurdle to pave the
way for a major sports campus on its southwestern border. This
ambitious project is set to encompass multiple playing fields, a
championship soccer field, an event arena catering to concerts
and indoor sports—including ice hockey—and a 300-room hotel,
according to Ocala.com. With the goal of attracting teams for
baseball, softball, soccer, basketball, and volleyball, the campus
promises facilities designed for players, coaches, and families
alike, bridging a much-needed gap in local sports infrastructure.

Marion County’s Planning & Zoning Commission has given a

https://www.ocala.com/story/business/2025/07/01/world-equestrian-center-in-ocala-florida-aims-big-sports-campus-hotel/84427703007/


unanimous thumbs-up for the comprehensive plan amendments
necessary for this venture. The project now requires approval
from the Marion County Commission, followed by a state
regulatory review before being finalized. Located just north of
State Road 40 and west of Northwest 87th Court Road, near the
WEC sales center, the campus also seeks to officially note
“sports facilities” as acceptable land use within the county’s
comprehensive plan. This is no small feat, as it aligns with the
community’s growing demand for robust sports facilities.

Community Concerns and Opposition

However, the proposal has not been without its detractors.
Concerns were raised during planning meetings about potential
noise and light pollution affecting nearby horses, with prominent
advocacy group Horse Farms Forever voicing opposition. They
argue that the area was originally intended for residential
development, designed to buffer the WEC from the nearby
Farmland Preservation Area. The land meant for development is
indeed adjacent to this expansive region, which spans nearly
200,000 acres in Marion County. Residents worry about the
compatibility of the sports facilities with neighboring horse farms
and limited agricultural areas.

Engineer David Tillman, involved in the WEC project,
emphasized their intent to conform with Marion County’s noise
regulations, insisting they aim to maintain reasonable noise
levels to safeguard the equestrian community. To address
further local concerns, WEC plans a thorough traffic study to
assess and manage the impacts their new developments may
have on local roadways. Much discussion has already taken
place about ensuring a majority of sports-related traffic is
managed internally by families staying onsite during events.

Community sentiment appears mixed. During a recent meeting,
Kenneth Davis, a local resident, questioned the necessity of
such a large sports complex, suggesting that existing facilities
are underutilized. This is echoed by residents‘ hesitance towards



developments on agricultural land, as they find it crucial to
preserve the area’s rural charm.

Contextualizing Sports Development

On a broader scale, the discussion surrounding youth sports
facilities resonates with wider trends in community planning. As
outlined by BuiltXSDC, such facilities not only foster athletic
skills but also serve as community hubs, increasing participation
rates among youth by as much as 35%. Effective collaboration
among local stakeholders—including municipal authorities,
parents, and community members—is essential for ensuring
these facilities meet diverse needs, enhancing safety, and being
sustained financially.

With the attractive prospect of creating a vibrant sports
community in mind, questions linger about the environmental
sustainability and future expansion capabilities of these projects.
Factors like ecological assessments, site selection for
accessibility, and the building materials used are now core
considerations as Marion County aims to balance development
with preservation.

Ultimately, as the planning conversations continue to evolve,
local leaders and residents alike face the balanced challenge of
embracing new opportunities for growth while safeguarding the
tranquil beauty of Marion County’s agricultural heritage.

As gatherings around these developments continue, the next
public meeting on the proposed Golden Ocala sports complex,
which will offer additional indoor and outdoor sports facilities
and event spaces, has already been scheduled for July 21. The
outcome will likely inform the future sports landscape in this
region, a testament to the community’s commitment to
engaging in its own development.
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