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Fireworks Safety: What Florida
Residents Must Know This July 4th!

Discover important fireworks regulations in Orange County,
Florida, for Independence Day and other holidays. Stay
informed on legal use, safety, and local laws.

Orange County, Florida, United States - As Independence
Day inches closer, many Floridians are gearing up to light up the
sky with fireworks. However, before you set off those colorful
rockets, it’s worth knowing the legal landscape surrounding
these spirited displays. Fireworks are a common part of the
celebrations, but regulations can vary significantly depending on
where you are in the state.

According to Click Orlando, small fireworks like sparklers are
allowed throughout the year, providing a year-long opportunity
for some fiery fun. However, larger fireworks face stricter
regulations and can only be legally used during specific
holidays: Fourth of July, New Year’s Eve, and New Year’s Day. If
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you wish to set them off on any other day, you’ll need to obtain
a permit.

Understanding Local Laws

The landscape of fireworks laws can be a bit murky, especially
with the variability between local and county regulations. In
Orange County, for example, fireworks can only be set off on the
designated holidays. Meanwhile, Volusia County prohibits
fireworks on all beaches, with additional restrictions in several
cities, including Cocoa Beach, where fireworks are banned in
public parks and on the beach. It’s always a good idea to be
aware of your local ordinances, as well as any rules set by
homeowners* associations, as they might have their own
restrictions as well.

Florida statutory regulations clearly define the use and sale of
fireworks. Chapter 791 of the Florida Statutes details that local
law enforcement is responsible for enforcing fireworks laws, with
penalties for violations including misdemeanor charges. It’s
important to note that the sale of fireworks is also regulated;
selling or using fireworks without the proper permits can lead to
serious legal trouble.

Fireworks Safety and Regulations

As noted by Naples News, safety is paramount during fireworks
celebrations. In 2022, over 14,700 people were treated for
fireworks-related injuries, with 11 fatalities reported—an
alarming statistic that underscores the importance of caution.
Each year, safety guidelines remind us to supervise children
closely around fireworks, ensure the products are legal and
appropriately labeled, and never use fireworks while impaired.
Keeping water or a hose close by is also recommended in case
of emergencies.

The law allows residents to enjoy their fireworks until 11:59 p.m.
on the Fourth of July, though keep in mind that local noise
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ordinances may impose earlier curfews. If you’re holding onto
extra fireworks after the holiday, be aware that they cannot be
legally used the following day unless categorized under specific
agricultural exemptions. Furthermore, anyone wishing to
purchase fireworks must be at least 18 years old.

In Florida, the season of sparklers and rockets draws
excitement, but also a need for caution and compliance with
local regulations. Stay informed, stay safe, and enjoy the vibrant
celebration of Independence Day while respecting your
neighbors and the law.
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