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ICE Arrests Spark Controversy as
Protests Erupt in L.A. County

Explore the recent ICE arrests in Orange County, including
key individuals and the impact of ongoing federal

immigration sweeps.

Orange County, USA - In a recent wave of immigration
enforcement actions, federal officials have ramped up efforts in
L.A. County, resulting in significant arrests and heightened
community tension. Following a series of immigration sweeps,
the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced the
arrest of 118 individuals by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE), a move that has sparked protests throughout
the area over the weekend. Among these arrests, authorities
have identified 12 individuals classified as the „worst of the
worst,“ many of whom have prior criminal histories, as reported
by LAist.

While the exact nature of some arrests remains unclear, the

https://laist.com/news/criminal-justice/officials-name-12-ice-arrestees-at-least-two-appear-to-have-been-in-custody-before-raids


announced individuals are linked to serious past convictions that
range from drug-related crimes to violent offenses. For instance,
Victor Mendoza-Aguilar, 32, from Mexico, had been sentenced to
over two years for assault with a deadly weapon and was
arrested in December 2024. Delfino Aguilar-Martinez, 51, also
from Mexico, previously served a year for assault with a deadly
weapon before his March 2024 arrest.

Profiling the Arrested

Several others among the twelve, such as Armando Ordaz (44,
Mexico) and Rolando Veneracion-Enriquez (55, Philippines), have
convictions for serious offenses including sexual battery and
burglary. Veneracion-Enriquez stands out with a staggering
sentence of 37 years for rape dating back to 1996. The list
further includes Cristobal Hernandez-Buitron (43, Peru), who has
a 10-year sentence for robbery, and Jesus Alan Hernandez-
Morales (26, Mexico), sentenced for an immigration-related
charge.

Victor Mendoza-Aguilar: Assault with a deadly weapon
(2+ years)
Delfino Aguilar-Martinez: Assault with a deadly
weapon (1 year)
Armando Ordaz: Sexual battery, theft (1+ year)
Rolando Veneracion-Enriquez: Theft, assault,
burglary, rape (37 years)
Cristobal Hernandez-Buitron: Robbery (10 years)
Chrissahdah Tooy: Drug-related offenses, DUI
Jordan Mauricio Meza-Esquibel: Drug-related crimes,
domestic violence
Francisco Sanchez-Arguello: Theft, prohibited weapon
possession
Cuong Chanh Phan: Second-degree murder (15 years
to life)
Lionel Sanchez-Laguna: Battery, assault (1+ year, 6
years)
Jose Gregorio Medranda Ortiz: Drug-related crimes



(11+ years)
Jesus Alan Hernandez-Morales: Immigration-related
offense (less than 1 year)

While ICE operates under the Immigration and Nationality Act,
which grants it the authority for such removals, community
concerns are growing. Under Title 8 authority, these removals
typically happen after a final order has been issued to the
individual, determined through a legal process. Additionally,
between March 2020 and May 2023, the agency also utilized
Title 42 procedures focused on public health, showcasing the
multifaceted approach to immigration enforcement prosecuted
by ICE, as detailed by the official ICE statistics page, ice.gov.

Public Response and Implications

Local communities are now at the crossroads of tension and
activism, as many residents express dissatisfaction with the
federal government’s approach. Protests have sprung up,
emphasizing the strong emotions surrounding immigration and
law enforcement actions. As details unfold surrounding this
recent wave of arrests, local advocacy groups are mobilizing,
creating a vivid tableau of a community grappling with fear and
frustration.

The circumstances surrounding these arrests have been
documented in data provided through the OHSS Persist Dataset,
which combines operational reports from various DHS agencies
to paint an overall picture of immigration enforcement. This data
is updated monthly, providing insights into ongoing trends and
governmental actions, accessible at ohss.dhs.gov.

As more information becomes available, our community watches
keenly, hoping for clarity in a matter that is undeniably
intertwined with the wellbeing of our neighborhoods. While
authorities push for enforcement, the voices of the people
remain a potent force, advocating for both safety and
compassion in these complex discussions around immigration.

https://www.ice.gov/statistics
https://ohss.dhs.gov/topics/immigration/immigration-enforcement/monthly-tables


Stay tuned for updates as this situation develops.
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