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Nationwide Anti-ICE Protests Erupt
Following L.A. Immigration Raids

Anti-ICE protests unfolded across the U.S., including

Orange County, as activists mobilize against immigration
raids and enforcement tactics.

-

Santa Ana, Orange County, California, USA - Across the
United States, there has been a resounding outcry against U.S.
Customs and Immigration Enforcement (ICE) as protests erupt in
various cities in response to recent aggressive immigration
raids. Thousands took to the streets in San Francisco, marking
the peak of a growing national movement against these
enforcement actions. The San Francisco Police Department
reported that while the demonstration was predominantly
peaceful, some instances of vandalism marred the event,
leading to the arrest of at least 60 individuals for failing to
disperse NBC News reports.

The wave of protests was sparked by workplace immigration


https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/anti-ice-protests-held-coast-coast-l-unrest-national-movement-grows-rcna211980

raids that occurred the previous week, escalating dramatically
following the arrest of David Huerta, president of the Service
Employees International Union (SEIU) of California. Huerta’s
arrest during a demonstration in Los Angeles was perceived as
an assault on labor rights, prompting a nationwide mobilization,
with activists rallying in solidarity across California and beyond
Time reports.

Widespread Demonstrations

Not only have protests erupted in California, but cities like New
York, Chicago, and Austin have also seen significant gatherings.
Activists are calling for ICE to be removed from their
communities, citing the recent raids as a chilling example of
military-style enforcement tactics that threaten the immigrant
populations NBC News details.

In Los Angeles, protests have intensified, transforming into
confrontations between demonstrators and law enforcement,
including instances where tear gas and rubber bullets were
deployed. The deployment of the National Guard in Los Angeles,
at the direction of President Trump, has drawn heavy criticism
from local leaders, including Mayor Karen Bass, who argues that
such actions undermine trust in public safety agencies.
Representative Nancy Pelosi was notably vocal, comparing the
unrest to the January 6 insurrection, emphasizing the scale and
determination of the demonstrators Time notes.

Local Impact and Responses

Protests in predominantly Latino districts of Los Angeles have
been especially fierce, with citizens rallying against ICE’s
aggressive tactics. Clashes have occurred, prompting police
responses that included not just tear gas but also barricade
setting and other forms of unrest The Economic Times
highlights. Communities are expressing their discontent
through slogans like ,,Stop the Raids* and drawing attention to
the potentially dire consequences of ICE’s presence.
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Governor Gavin Newsom has condemned the raids, reinforcing
California’s position as a sanctuary state aimed at protecting its
immigrant population. He voiced concerns over cooperation with
federal immigration authorities, arguing that the deployment of
the National Guard does not align with state values of safety and
inclusiveness The Economic Times points out.

As the protests spread across the nation with at least 30 new
demonstrations scheduled, it remains to be seen how this
grassroots mobilization will influence policy and public
perception of immigration enforcement. The movement is
undoubtedly gaining momentum, reflecting a growing backlash
against what many perceive as unjust practices targeting
immigrant communities.
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