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Orange County Commissioners Seek Exit
from Immigration Detention Deal

Orange County leaders seek to withdraw from immigration
detention duties amid rising public pressure for humane

policies.

Orange County, Florida, United States - In a significant shift,
Orange County commissioners have declared their intent to step
back from immigration detention responsibilities, signaling a
change in the local political landscape. No official vote was cast
during the recent meeting, but the board instructed the county
attorney to investigate options to modify or even terminate the
county’s 13-year contract with the U.S. Marshals Service. This
contract has allowed the county to house federal immigration
detainees since 2011, also referred to as ‚Alligator Alcatraz‘
among locals. There’s something to be said for reevaluating
agreements that have faced growing public scrutiny and
discontent, especially among community members advocating
for more humane policies.



Commissioners voiced their discomfort with this long-standing
agreement, with public sentiment pushing for local governments
to lessen their involvement in immigration enforcement.
Commissioner Nicole Wilson proposed alternatives to ease
concerns linked to the county’s corrections operations, while
Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings underscored the necessity
of seeking solutions that won’t adversely affect residents.
However, uncertainty looms regarding Florida’s legal stance;
should the county withdraw from its immigration detention
duties, it’s unclear how the state would respond, as local jails
are mandated by law to accommodate detainees.

Local Decisions and State Implications

The local government’s stance coincides with new developments
at the state level. The Florida Sheriffs Association recently
circulated an addendum to county jails and sheriff’s offices,
issuing expanded authority for correctional officers to detain and
transport undocumented immigrants to ICE-approved facilities.
This came amidst political pressure from higher-ups in the state,
including threats of funding losses for municipalities failing to
cooperate with federal immigration enforcement. While the
Board of County Commissioners previously voted 5-2 in favor of
a program enabling corrections officers to assist ICE, Demings
opted not to endorse the Sheriffs Association addendum,
highlighting the lack of resources for such operations.

The Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) recently
gained federal certification under the ICE 287(g) program,
effective July 11, 2025. This program permits FDLE officers to
question, detain, and arrest individuals based on immigration
violations under ICE supervision. The state led a massive
operation earlier this year, apprehending over 1,120
undocumented individuals across Florida. The implications of
these developments are profound for immigrant communities.
With FDLE now acting as immigration enforcers, families with
mixed immigration statuses may find themselves navigating
increased uncertainties.



Seeking Balance in Enforcement

Orange County’s shift regarding the handling of immigration
detainees reflects broader trends. Public discussions and town
hall meetings reveal a growing resistance to local cooperation
with federal immigration agencies. The pressure for more
compassionate policies is palpable, and community leaders have
begun to push back against mandates that prioritize strict
enforcement over human dignity.

As the Board of County Commissioners prepares to discuss this
issue further in upcoming meetings, the broader implications of
state immigration strategies will no doubt be on the table. While
the FDLE’s expanded role in immigration enforcement raises
flags for many, it also opens up essential conversations about
what law enforcement’s priorities should be regarding public
safety and community trust.

Ultimately, with communication and dialogue, local governments
like Orange County can seek pathways that respect both the
necessity for law enforcement and the urgent call for humane
treatment of all residents.
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