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Orange County Embraces AI for a
Smarter, More Efficient Future

Orange County Mayor Jerry Demings highlights AI-driven
efficiency and budget priorities in the 2025 State of the

County address.

Orlando, Florida, USA - On June 6, 2025, Orange County
Mayor Jerry Demings addressed a packed audience of over
1,000 attendees at the Orange County Convention Center,
delivering a noteworthy State of the County speech aptly titled
“Building Better Through Efficiency.” Demings highlighted the
county’s strong performance, emphasizing fiscal responsibility
and the transformative power of artificial intelligence (AI) in
public service. As he articulated his vision, it was clear that
innovative technology plays a crucial role in shaping the future
of Orange County.

AI has been part of Orange County’s operational toolkit for 20
years, particularly in areas like traffic management and law



enforcement. According to CF Public, the county aims to save
thousands of hours of staff time by automating repetitive tasks,
which not only boosts efficiency but also improves service
delivery. For instance, AI has enhanced business operations and
significantly bolstered cybersecurity, preventing over 4 million
attempted intrusions. Demings detailed how AI is even helping
911 operators communicate better with non-English speaking
callers through advanced talk-to-text technology.

Budget and Progress

Demings touched on the importance of closely examining the
county’s budget to ensure taxpayer money is spent wisely,
although he notably refrained from discussing any expected
staffing cuts. With this year’s budget totaling $7.2 billion, the
mayor outlined key allocations including $1 billion for public
safety and $160 million dedicated to affordable and workforce
housing. With the county recording one of the lowest tax rates
for areas with over one million residents—4.4347 millage
rate—the Mayor underscored the fiscal prudence of the
administration, as reported by The Apopka Chief.

Over the past three years, a team of more than 400 county
employees has issued over 243,000 building permits valued at
over $2 billion. This impressive figure reflects a robust local
economy bolstered by investments in infrastructure and
housing. The Orange County Board recently approved $32
million for affordable housing projects, paving the way for at
least 900 new units to address the pressing need for workforce
accommodations.

Transportation Enhancements

As part of the ongoing efforts to better public transportation, the
county has forged ahead with investments in the Accelerated
Transportation Safety Program. This initiative has successfully
decreased bus wait times, boosting ridership by an impressive
35%. Notably, a particular Lynx route in Washington Shores saw

https://www.cfpublic.org/politics/2025-06-08/mayor-demings-promotes-efficiency-annual-county-speech
https://theapopkachief.com/demings-touts-fiscal-prudence-ai-use-in-2025-state-of-county/


an extraordinary 81% increase in usage following a substantial
$55 million investment. Enhancements like new bus shelters and
roadway safety projects are expected to further improve
commuting in the county.

Tourism and Economic Development

Tourism continues to be a keystone of Orange County’s
economy, contributing significantly to job creation and local
revenue. In 2023 alone, the county welcomed 75.3 million
visitors, generating a staggering $93 billion in economic impact,
as noted by Demings. The tourism sector employs about 40% of
residents and supports major theme parks and sporting events,
solidifying Orange County’s reputation as a premier destination.

Not to be overlooked, Demings also acknowledged ongoing
discussions about attracting a Major League Baseball team to
the area. While these talks are still in their infancy without
concrete outcomes, the mayor expressed an optimistic outlook
about the potential benefits such a development could bring to
the local community.

Moreover, with the rise of AI initiatives, Orange County is
positioning itself as a regional hub for this transformative
technology. Local investments in AI have surged by an
astonishing 402% annually since 2008, with nearly $3 billion
directed toward AI-related ventures between 2020 and 2023.
Sectors such as healthcare and defense are leading the charge,
showcasing the county’s commitment to innovation and growth,
a trend recognized in the wider landscape by the Orange
County Register.

In conclusion, Mayor Demings’ address encapsulated a vision for
Orange County that leans heavily on efficiency, innovation, and
collaboration. With major initiatives underway and a
commitment to harnessing the power of technology, the county
is set on a path toward a prosperous and sustainable future.
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