19. Juli 2025

Teen E-Bike Chase Sparks Urgent Safety
Ordinance in Palm Coast!

A high-speed e-bike chase in Palm Coast raises safety
concerns, prompting new proposed regulations by the
Flagler County Sheriff&#039;s Office.

Palm Coast, Florida, USA - A recent high-speed chase
involving two teenagers on electric bikes (e-bikes) has sparked
significant discussions about safety and regulation in Palm
Coast. This incident, which unfolded at the beginning of the
month, has prompted the Flagler County Sheriff’s Office to
propose new ordinances aimed at controlling reckless driving on
e-bikes. The push for these regulations follows the growing
popularity of e-bikes not just in Palm Coast, but throughout
Florida, where the law reclassified them from motorized vehicles
to bicycles just two years ago. This change has led to increased
leniency for riders, but it seems to have also opened the door for
irresponsible behavior on the roads and sidewalks, raising
concerns among local law enforcement and residents alike.



MyNews13 reports that the proposed ordinance includes fines
for reckless riding and allowing deputies to confiscate e-bikes if
needed.

The shocking visuals from bodycam footage recorded on July 2
depict a police deputy chasing after one of the teens, who
ultimately found themselves arrested for eluding law
enforcement and reckless driving. Sheriff Rick Staly has pointed
out that incidents involving reckless driving have surged since
the law change, with many e-bike users reportedly misusing the
bicycles on sidewalks and walking paths. In response, the
proposed regulations not only mandate the use of helmets while
riding but also stipulate that those engaging in reckless behavior
could have their bikes impounded, facing additional fees to
retrieve them.

Understanding E-Bike Regulations

As e-bikes become an increasingly common sight,
understanding the current legal framework around them is vital.
E-bikes in Florida are classified into three distinct categories:
Class 1 e-bikes offer pedal assistance that ceases at 20 mph,
while Class 2 e-bikes provide throttle mode but also cut off at
the same speed. The more powerful Class 3 e-bikes go a step
further, allowing pedal assistance up to 28 mph. Despite their
growing use, e-bikes do not require driver’s licenses,
registration, or insurance to operate, alleviating some barriers
for riders. As The Cyclist’s Choice details, riders must adhere
to specific speed limits tied to each class of e-bike and follow
existing traffic laws.

With this increasing freedom comes a heightened responsibility
for riders. Safety protocols are in place, such as mandatory
helmet usage for riders under the age of 16, and regulations
require that e-bikes be equipped with lights visible from a
distance. The new proposed ordinance will align local
regulations with these state guidelines, emphasizing the need
for safety as well as fun—for the environment and for riders. In


https://mynews13.com/fl/orlando/news/2025/07/19/flagler-county-e-bike-high-speed-chase-causes-a-proposed-law-change
https://thecyclistchoice.com/resources/florida-ebike-laws/

line with these regulations, e-bike users must also yield to
pedestrians when riding on sidewalks, a point highlighted by
both law experts and advocates. Porcaro Law reiterates the
importance of these laws in keeping both cyclists and
pedestrians safe.

Community Reactions and Future Steps

Skyler Scott, an e-bike rider and vocal advocate for safety
measures, expressed support for Sheriff Staly’s proposed
ordinance. “It’s a good deal for everyone,” Scott noted,
emphasizing the importance of safety in an increasingly
crowded environment. As the community gears up for a
workshop where the proposed ordinance will be discussed on
July 22 at 9 a.m., residents are encouraged to weigh in and
share their thoughts. This democratic approach aims to
construct a balanced framework that accommodates
recreational use of e-bikes while simultaneously ensuring public
safety.

This incident serves as a wake-up call for Palm Coast and the
greater Florida area, highlighting the necessity of regulating e-
bikes as their numbers swell. The local efforts to refine e-bike
laws are timely and relevant, ensuring that every rider can enjoy
their ride while the rest of the community remains safe. With
continued dialogue and community involvement, Florida can set
the bar for responsible e-bike usage. Let’s hope those wheels
turn safely!
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