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Legoland Florida&#039;s Aquarium
Leads Bold Coral Rescue Efforts!

Discover how Legoland Florida&#039;s new SeaLife
Aquarium is advancing coral conservation efforts to protect

the vital Florida Reef Tract.

Winter Park, Florida, USA - Legoland Florida is stepping up to
the plate with its recent expansion that includes SeaLife Florida
Aquarium. This new venture isn’t just about offering a fun day
out; it’s also about taking serious steps towards global
conservation efforts, particularly focused on coral restoration. As
the climate warms and ocean temperatures rise, coral bleaching
has become a pressing issue, leading to significant coral
mortality. Marie Collins, head of conservation for SeaLife North
America, voiced her enthusiasm for getting involved in this
crucial work and stated that employees will engage in coral
restoration dives right in the Florida Keys. The initiative aims to
combat the harsh realities of our planet’s reefs and rebuild their
resilience.



Much of the aquarium’s conservation work will take place behind
the scenes, but there’s no shortage of excitement for future
exclusive tours that will shed light on these efforts. According to 
Florida Politics, the aquarium features over 3,000 animals,
including jellyfish, sea horses, and an octopus, all sourced from
sustainable populations. It’s marketed as the „first theme park
under the sea,“ providing a climate-controlled environment
beneficial during Florida’s notoriously humid summers and
sudden rainstorms.

The Coral Crisis

The Florida Reef Tract, which spans approximately 360 miles
along Florida’s southeastern coast, holds the title of the world’s
third-largest barrier reef. Unfortunately, it’s facing a significant
decline due to warming and increasingly acidic water, among
other factors. A particularly troubling condition known as Stony
Coral Tissue Loss Disease (SCTLD) has affected nearly the entire
reef and has led to complete mortality in many species. The
source of this disease remains a mystery, highlighting the
urgent need for immediate and innovative actions to protect the
reef, as detailed by the Florida Aquarium.

Coral reefs are more than just beautiful underwater landscapes;
they’re vital to South Florida’s economy. They serve as crucial
habitats for both commercial and recreational fisheries,
supporting a tourism value estimated at $1.1 billion annually.
The county surrounding the reefs is home to over 6 million
people, all of whom rely on the ecosystem for various needs,
from fishing to recreation. Florida’s Coral Reef also offers
significant flood protection, providing over $355 million worth of
benefits each year, which is no small potatoes!

A Unified Effort

Legoland’s involvement in these conservation initiatives is just
one part of a larger picture. The Coral Reef Conservation
Program actively manages parts of the reef, coordinating

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/744645-how-legoland-is-trying-to-help-save-the-world/
https://www.flaquarium.org/conservation/coral-conservation-program/


research, monitoring, and promoting partnerships to safeguard
this precious resource. Their mission extends across counties
that include Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, and Martin,
highlighting the collaborative effort required to ensure the
survival of these vital underwater communities. The program is
part of a broader initiative that connects Florida’s interests with
national coral conservation efforts, as outlined by the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection.

In 2024 alone, Merlin Entertainments, which operates SeaLife
Florida and Legoland, plans to undertake over 100 conservation
projects, focusing on rescuing 640 animals from marine and
freshwater environments. The employees have already logged
about 38,000 hours in conservation and wildlife rehabilitation,
proving they really do have a good hand when it comes to
saving our oceans. Admission to the aquarium is also quite
accessible: guests can bundle tickets with Legoland for an
additional $15 or purchase them separately for $25.

As events unfold, it’s clear that organizations like Legoland and
SeaLife Florida Aquarium are dedicated not just to fun and
entertainment but also to conserving the environment and
restoring our precious coral ecosystems. Let’s hope this marks a
thriving new chapter in Florida’s continuing fight against the
threats facing its reefs.
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