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$85K Fireworks Heist Strikes Central
Florida: Organized Crime Suspected!

Thieves stole $85K in fireworks from Big Bang stores in
Orlando and Kissimmee, prompting an investigation by

local law enforcement.

Orlando, Florida, USA - Thieves have struck a blow to Central
Florida’s vibrant fireworks industry, with a staggering $85,000
worth of merchandise stolen from Big Bang Fireworks. In a
brazen display of organized theft, the first incident unfolded at
the Orlando location off East Colonial Drive on Monday morning.
Meanwhile, a second theft occurred at the Kissimmee location
on Tuesday morning, where around $1,600 worth of goods went
missing. According to Fox 35 Orlando, Justin Driggers,
President of Big Bang Fireworks, suspects these criminal acts
are the handiwork of an organized crime group, making this
incident a part of a worrying trend.

As more retailers grapple with the repercussions of theft, Big
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Bang Fireworks is already stepping up its game. Driggers has
urged the public to remain vigilant and to report any sightings of
the Big Bang logo to local law enforcement. Both the Orange
County Sheriff’s Office and the Osceola County Sheriff’s Office
are actively investigating the thefts. In the meantime, Big Bang
Fireworks is restocking its affected stores and tightening
security measures, ensuring that all locations remain open to
customers despite the unsettling events.

Wider Trends in Retail Theft

What’s happening at Big Bang Fireworks is not an isolated
incident but rather part of a growing epidemic. A report by the 
National Retail Federation and the Loss Prevention Research
Council reveals that shoplifting incidents have surged by an eye-
popping 93% since 2019. With this uptick in theft comes a
concerning 90% increase in dollar losses, reflecting the gravity
of the situation. Retailers reported an average of 177 daily
shoplifting incidents in 2023, with some sectors even exceeding
1,000 per day. It’s clear that the landscape of retail crime is
changing.

The NF report also highlights a 57% year-over-year increase in
Organized Retail Crime (ORC) incidents. These findings are
corroborated by data from Capital One Shopping, which
indicates that retailers faced $45 billion in losses to theft during
the past year, with this figure projected to climb to over $53
billion by 2027. This influx in retail crime is undoubtedly a
pressing concern for retailers, who are increasingly finding it
necessary to implement protective measures.

New Challenges and Responses

What does this mean for retailers in Florida and beyond?
Driggers‘ call for enhanced community vigilance resonates with
the broader retail landscape. The NRF’s report indicates that
94% of surveyed retailers are in favor of federal legislation to
address the issue effectively. Moreover, retailers are ramping up

https://www.gatekeepersystems.com/resources/insights/nrf-lprc-2024-theft-report-insights/
https://capitaloneshopping.com/research/shoplifting-statistics/


security with 71% increasing budgets for employee training on
workplace violence and 67% taking additional measures to
secure merchandise in response to these crimes.

With retail theft evolving into a shadowy game of cat and
mouse, many retailers are feeling the heat. A staggering 93% of
retailers reported facing more aggressive shoplifters in 2023
compared to pre-pandemic levels, which adds a layer of
intimidation to the shopping experience. More than half of these
retailers (62%) do not report theft due to a lack of law
enforcement response. Driggers‘ concerns are echoed by others
who recognize that the challenge of retail theft does indeed
require a joint effort from both the private sector and local law
enforcement.

In summary, the recent thefts at Big Bang Fireworks unveil a
larger narrative of escalating retail crime that has swept across
the nation, with Florida simply being affected more directly this
time. As communities rally together for the protection of local
businesses, the hope is to cultivate an environment where
shoppers and retailers alike can feel secure. The landscape is
changing, and it takes a concerted effort to turn the tide on theft
and restore peace to our retail spaces.
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