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Central Florida Fireworks Heist: $85K
Stolen in Organized Theft Spree!

Two Big Bang Fireworks locations in Osceola County were
targeted by thieves, stealing over $85,000 in merchandise.

Local law enforcement investigates.

Orlando, Florida, USA - In a dramatic turn of events in Central
Florida, two locations of Big Bang Fireworks were targeted by
thieves, leading to remarkable losses amid the growing concerns
over retail theft nationwide. On Monday morning, the Orlando
store off East Colonial Drive was hit hard, with an estimated loss
surpassing $85,000, as thieves made off with high-value
fireworks, including artillery and grand finale fireworks priced
between $200 and $500. The following day, the Kissimmee
location off John Young Parkway faced a smaller but notable
theft, where about $1,600 worth of fireworks was stolen after
thieves were confronted by employees.

Justin Driggers, President of Big Bang Fireworks, suspects that



an organized crime group is behind these thefts, urging the
community to stay vigilant and notify law enforcement upon
spotting their logo. Both the Orange County Sheriff’s Office and
Osceola County Sheriff’s Office are actively investigating the
incidents, while Big Bang Fireworks is in the process of
restocking and enhancing security measures to prevent further
losses.

The Rising Tide of Retail Theft

This incident is not an isolated one; it’s part of a troubling trend
across the retail landscape. The National Retail Federation (NRF)
and the Loss Prevention Research Council (LPRC) recently
released a report titled „The Impact of Retail Theft & Violence.“
This report reveals staggering statistics, including a 93%
increase in shoplifting incidents since 2019, accompanied by a
90% increase in the financial losses incurred by retailers. More
importantly, 91% of respondents reported experiencing greater
aggression from shoplifters compared to pre-COVID levels.

As retail theft continues to escalate, it poses a threat not just to
businesses but also to community safety and employment. NRF
Vice President David Johnston emphasizes the need for a „whole-
community approach,“ advocating collaboration among
retailers, law enforcement, and solution providers to tackle the
issue effectively.

Understanding the Scope of the Problem

The statistics tell a compelling story. In 2023, there were 1.15
million reported cases of shoplifting across the nation—the
highest number recorded since 2019. The average cost of a
shoplifting incident was pegged at $461.86, a significant rise
from previous years. Alarmingly, about 20% of Americans admit
to having engaged in shoplifting at some point, with juveniles
aged 12-16 representing the highest demographics of offenders.

Moreover, organized retail crime (ORC) has been particularly



problematic, costing retailers an estimated $45 billion annually.
This segment alone has seen a 57% increase in incidents year-
over-year. As a means of safeguarding their interests, 76% of
retailers express heightened concern about ORC shoplifting and
have increased security budgets and training for employees on
workplace violence.

Innovative Solutions and the Path Forward

In light of these challenges, the report emphasizes the urgency
for innovative solutions aimed at minimizing theft while ensuring
customer satisfaction remains intact. Gatekeeper Systems‘
Purchek® technology stands out as a proactive approach to
theft prevention, enhancing safety by stopping cart theft without
confrontation. Such measures aim to protect both employees
and customers alike while fostering a secure shopping
environment.

The retail theft crisis is indeed alarming, but with determined
efforts from businesses, law enforcement, and the public,
there’s hope for a turnaround. As Driggers at Big Bang Fireworks
stated, community awareness is crucial—it’s important for
residents to keep an eye out and speak up against theft.

In this battle against rising crime, collaboration and innovation
will be key to securing the future of retail in our communities.

For more details on this ongoing issue, you can read the articles
from Fox 35 Orlando, Gatekeeper Systems, and Capital
One Shopping.
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