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Kissimmee Man Sentenced to 5 Years for
Disturbing Dog Abuse Incident

A man in Osceola County was sentenced to five years for
animal cruelty after slamming a dog to the ground in

Kissimmee.

Jamison Loop Apartments, Kissimmee, Florida, USA - In a
shocking event that has rattled the Kissimmee community,
Marco Zuluaga, a 28-year-old local man, was sentenced to five
years in prison for an act of animal cruelty that took place on
December 24, 2024. At the Jamison Loop Apartments, Zuluaga
was reportedly enraged after his small dog urinated on a rug,
leading to him throwing the animal harshly to the ground. The
impact was severe enough for the dog to yelp and run away, but
fortunately, after veterinary treatment, it is expected to make a
full recovery. This disturbing case serves as a stark reminder of
the often-hidden issue of animal cruelty faced by many pets
across the nation.



The Osceola County deputies responded swiftly to reports of
animal abuse around 10:41 a.m., and crucial video evidence
from apartment management confirmed the horrific act.
Following his arrest, Zuluaga was booked on animal cruelty
charges and eventually entered a no contest plea on June 6,
2025. This unthinkable episode raises questions about how
many animals suffer in silence, unable to escape similar abuse.

The Hidden Crisis of Animal Abuse

According to Shelter Animals Count, an estimated one animal
faces abuse every minute in the U.S. Each year, approximately
10 million animals die from cruelty or abuse, highlighting an
epidemic that often goes unnoticed until it escalates to heinous
acts like Zuluaga’s. Factors contributing to this cruelty are
complex, with studies indicating that nearly 70% of domestic
violence offenders also target animals, creating an alarming
overlap between human and animal abuse.

Animal cruelty comes in various forms, including neglect,
hoarding, and direct abuse. Reports indicate that every day,
incidents of cruelty and neglect are likely just a small fraction of
what’s truly occurring, as many cases remain unreported.
Notably, in families under investigation for child abuse, research
shows that 88% had instances of pet abuse. So, what does this
say about our society’s treatment of not just animals, but also
the dynamics of familial violence?

Awareness and Action

Efforts to strengthen animal protection laws are ongoing across
the country, with felony provisions for animal torture now
available in 49 states – Iowa being the exception. However, the
reality is that effective enforcement varies greatly. For instance,
states like Maine and Illinois lead the way in animal protection
laws, while states such as New Mexico and Mississippi are
ranked poorly in their protections. In fact, Mississippi has the
highest animal kill rate in shelters, at roughly 18%, a stark



contrast to states like New Hampshire, which boasts a no-kill
status.

As we confront disturbing cases like that of Zuluaga, it becomes
essential to foster a culture that takes animal welfare seriously.
Powerful awareness campaigns and stronger legislative
standards could do a good deal to change attitudes towards
animals. After all, when we strengthen the laws protecting pets,
we also enhance the fabric of our communities as a whole.

Let us take a moment to commit to the welfare of all creatures.
Remember that you can report animal abuse by documenting
specific information and reaching out to local animal control or
the Humane Society. Together, we can be the voice that stands
against violence and cruelty.
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