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St. Cloud Seeks Major Federal Funds for
Firefighter and Police Boost!

St. Cloud, Osceola County, is pursuing federal grants to
enhance public safety and infrastructure amid significant

growth.

St. Cloud, Florida, USA - St. Cloud, Florida, is taking proactive
steps to bolster its public safety resources as the city continues
to grow. The city council has set its sights on federal funding to
add more firefighters and police officers, steering clear of
increasing local fees to support these essential services. St.
Cloud is exploring grant opportunities, including applying for a
$750,000 Community Oriented Policing Service (COPS) Agency
grant aimed at hiring six new officers. As Police Chief Douglas
Goerke pointed out, previous COPS funding made a real
difference by establishing a community engagement unit, which
actively involves the public in various activities and programs.

This community engagement initiative runs events, engages



youth, and features programs such as the citizens’ police
academy, helping to foster trust and collaboration between law
enforcement and the community. With St. Cloud recognized as
the safest city in 2024 for its size, maintaining this status is a
priority for the police department.

Building Firefighting Capacity

Meanwhile, the fire department is not sitting on its hands either.
They plan to apply for a Staffing for Adequate Fire and
Emergency Response (SAFER) grant from FEMA, aiming to hire
48 additional firefighters. This hiring spree could slash response
times significantly, which currently take between 12 to 14
minutes. Fire Chief John Jones highlighted the critical nature of
improving these response timelines. While the overall hiring
initiative is pegged at a steep total cost of $16 million, the city is
seeking nearly $10 million from FEMA, which would lower the
city’s financial burden to about $6.2 million.

Unlike other municipalities that have moved to implement fire
assessment fees, St. Cloud has not yet explored this route.
However, Fire Chief Jason Miller did mention that introducing
such a fee could be an option down the line. With the city
council eager to support the fire department’s initiatives, we can
expect them to approve the grant applications along with a $10
million contract for a new fire station, a much-needed addition
to support the growing community.

Context and Federal Support

The efforts of St. Cloud mirror broader trends across the nation.
Various federal programs, such as the Department of Justice’s
Edward Byrne Memorial State and Local Law Enforcement
Assistance Discretionary Grants Program, provide critical
funding for law enforcement units across different jurisdictions.
Notably, these grants support a range of areas, including law
enforcement, prosecution, crime prevention, and drug treatment
activities. In FY 2018 alone, a notable $269 million was



allocated, benefiting over 1,100 jurisdictions nationwide. These
funding avenues can bolster local initiatives like those in St.
Cloud, linking community safety with federal resources.

If we consider training, the COPS program emphasizes the
importance of well-trained personnel for community policing.
Law enforcement training academies across the U.S. provide
essential instruction for certification and professional
development. Such training is necessary to address community
needs effectively and to ensure compliance with federal
standards, as noted by the COPS program’s guidelines.

As St. Cloud charts its path forward, the city’s focus on
leveraging federal grants to strengthen public safety is
commendable. These initiatives not only aim at enhancing
immediate safety but also work towards fostering stronger ties
between law enforcement and the community it serves.

For more information on local and federal funding opportunities, 
Click Orlando offers detailed insights, as does the COPS
program and Police Funding Database.
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