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Celebrate Freedom: Polk County&#039;s
Unforgettable Juneteenth Events Await!
Discover upcoming Juneteenth celebrations across Polk
County, highlighting cultural heritage and community

events from June 13-28, 2025.

Polk County, Florida, USA - As Juneteenth approaches on June
19, Polk County is buzzing with celebrations that honor this
momentous occasion in American history. The newest federal
holiday, officially named Juneteenth National Independence Day,
commemorates the emancipation of enslaved African
Americans, marking the day in 1865 when Union soldiers
announced freedom in Galveston, Texas. The holiday reflects a
pivotal chapter in the narrative of the United States, highlighting
not just the end of slavery but also the cultural heritage and
resilience of the Black community.

Since being signed into law by President Joe Biden on June 17,
2021, Juneteenth has transformed into a significant moment for



reflection and celebration. Prior to its federal recognition,
Juneteenth had been celebrated by Black Americans as Early as
1866, focusing on family gatherings, prayers, and community
events. Over the years, the festivities have expanded to include
parades, food festivals, and educational events, showcasing the
rich history and culture surrounding the holiday. This evolution
even saw the holiday becoming a federal one, the first since
Martin Luther King Jr. Day was established in 1983, as reported
by USA Today.

Events Spanning the County

This year, celebrations in Polk County will last over two weeks,
with a plethora of events designed to engage the community
and celebrate culture. Starting with a pre-celebration on June 13,
the Turner Center in Lake Wales will host R&B and jazz
performances at 6 p.m., with a ticket price set at $30 to support
youth scholarship programs. Meanwhile, the Ritz Theatre in
Winter Haven will screen „The Six Triple Eight,“ a free movie
about the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion, a unit of
African American female soldiers who helped during World War
II, at 6:30 p.m.

On June 14, the festivities continue with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony at 9 a.m. for the renaming of Webster Park to Nellie
Madalynne Brooks Park in Lakeland, a tribute to a notable local
figure. Later that day, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., the Rueben
Williams Sports Complex in Winter Haven will feature a
Juneteenth celebration, complete with live performances and an
appearance by the Buffalo Soldiers, a group that honors the
legacy of African American troops. Other joyous events include
the Juneteenth Heritage Day at Jamestown Community Park in
Davenport and the Juneteenth Street Festival at Over the Branch
Park in Bartow.

A Rich Tradition

As the main celebration of Juneteenth draws nearer on June 19,

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/local/louisiana/2025/06/10/what-to-know-about-juneteenth-holiday/84106769007/


the Bartow Civic Center will hold a festive luncheon at 11 a.m.,
and the James P. Austin III Community Center will feature an
Agrifestival from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The day won’t end without
the „Celebrating Freedom“ event at Mary’s Bagel Cafe in
Lakeland, set to run from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

But it doesn’t stop there; on June 20, the Women of Influence
Network will hold their annual Juneteenth Gala at Lake Eva
Event Center in Haines City, followed by the Freedom Music
Festival on June 21 at Lake Eva Community Park. As June wraps
up, the 2025 Freedom Festival at Simpson Park Community
Center on June 28 will provide a free platform for music, food,
and historical exhibits, reinforcing the community’s commitment
to education and celebration.

Looking Back, Moving Forward

Juneteenth’s significance goes beyond celebrations—it serves as
a reminder of the struggles faced by African Americans and the
ongoing quest for racial justice and recognition. The popularity
of the holiday has surged, especially following events that
illuminated systemic racism, such as the murder of George Floyd
in 2020. Juneteenth has become a focal point for activism and
calls for reparations, transforming it from a community
observance into a national moment of contemplation and
advocacy for change. The first celebrations of Juneteenth
incorporated prayer, singing, and family gatherings but have
since evolved to express deeper social themes through food,
music, and community solidarity.

In the heart of Polk County, these events not only highlight how
far we have come but also exemplify the work that still lies
ahead. To learn more or find additional Juneteenth events, reach
out to swalsh@theledger.com. Celebrate, reflect, and join the
community as we recognize Juneteenth’s rich legacy and its vital
importance in our collective journey toward equality and justice.
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