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Circuit Judge Torea Spohr Resigns Amid
Controversy Over Custody Case

Circuit Judge Torea Spohr was removed from a Polk County
custody case due to bias, prompting her resignation
effective July 15.

Polk County, USA - In a significant development within the
Florida judicial system, Torea Spohr is set to resign as a circuit
judge effective July 15, following her removal from a child
custody case by the Sixth District Court of Appeal. This ruling,
which highlighted serious concerns about Spohr’s bias and
disregard for state law, raises critical questions about judicial
conduct and the integrity of family courts in the state.

The appellate court found that Spohr demonstrated bias in a
highly sensitive case involving a woman, referred to as Y.B.,
seeking custody of her infant daughter. In stark contrast to a
state agency’s position, Spohr had initially allowed Y.B. to
pursue modifications to the custody arrangement, even after the



Department of Children and Families (DCF) filed a petition citing
grave risks posed to the child. The DCF’s concerns stemmed
from a tragic incident where Y.B.’s 3-year-old son was killed in a
shootout, a situation exacerbated by the presence of unsecured
firearms and drugs within reach of the children.

Disqualification and Impartiality

As detailed by The Ledger, the Sixth DCA’s decision to
disqualify Spohr came after she violated a court-imposed stay,
blatantly disregarding the law. The judge’s actions not only
undermined the DCF’s case but showed favoritism towards Y.B.,
leading to serious criticisms from the appellate court. For Judge
Spohr, the fallout is substantial—she has been on indefinite
leave since her resignation letter submitted on April 29, and she
will continue receiving her salary until her resignation takes
effect.

While Spohr has no prior disciplinary history with The Florida Bar
since her admission in 2009, this incident sheds light on the
potential pitfalls of judicial bias. According to Cornell Law
School, judges must step aside from cases where they
demonstrate bias or have a personal interest, ensuring fairness
and impartiality in the judicial process.

The Broader Implications for Family Court

The issues surrounding Spohr’s case serve as a reminder of the
critical role that impartiality plays in family courts, which handle
sensitive matters involving custody, visitation, and child welfare.
As Macaw Law notes, many litigants in family court face the
risk of bias that can severely affect rulings. Whether it involves
overt discrimination or subtle prejudices related to ethnicity,
gender, or socioeconomic status, these factors can influence
judges* decisions unacceptably.

For instance, family court judges may make gender-based
assumptions about parental capabilities, often siding with the
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stereotype that mothers are inherently more suitable caregivers.
Such biases can lead to unjust custody decisions that negatively
impact families and children’s welfare. Additionally,
discrimination against LGBTQ+ individuals and minorities can
further complicate cases, highlighting the pressing need for
judicial oversight and accountability.

It is crucial for those involved in family court proceedings to
recognize these biases and advocate for fair treatment. The
ramifications of judicial misconduct extend beyond the
courtroom, affecting the lives of children and their families long
into the future.

As Florida grapples with these significant judicial challenges, the
case of Torea Spohr serves as a call to action for reform and
vigilance in the family court system. The need for integrity and
fairness remains paramount in ensuring that the best interests
of children are upheld in every case.
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