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Endangered Blushing Scrub Mint Faces
Threat from New Toll Road Project

Discover Polk County&#039;s environmental concerns as
proposed toll roads threaten the endangered blushing

scrub mint and local habitats.

Polk County, Florida, USA - In Polk County, a vital discussion
is brewing regarding the proposed Central Polk Parkway East, a
toll road project that poses a notable threat to an endangered
plant native to the area, Dicerandra modesta, also known as
blushing scrub mint. Discovered in 1988 by local plant
enthusiasts Nancy Bissett and Steve Riefler, this unique plant
has its home exclusively within the sandhill and scrub
ecosystems of Polk County’s Lake Marion Creek Watershed. As
the summer blooms begin to appear, so do concerns over the
fate of this species.

The blushing scrub mint, standing at roughly one foot tall, is
easily overlooked for its modest stature. However, its blooms,



which transition from creamy white to pink adorned with fuchsia
spots, are a reminder of its beauty and rarity. This plant is not
just a local treasure; it is also federally and state-listed as
endangered, heightening the urgency around the discussions
surrounding the toll road project. Notably, the Florida Native
Plant Society has issued an “EcoAction Alert,” opposing the
project due to its potential harmful repercussions on this rare
species and 15 others threatened by habitat loss along the
proposed route.

Environmental Concerns and Traffic
Solutions

The proposed Central Polk Parkway East is designed to connect
SR 60 near Lake Wales to US 17-92 close to Davenport. While
officials promote the road as a remedy for congestion caused by
rapid population growth in the region, the environmental costs
are significant. According to The Ledger, the construction
threatens sensitive natural areas, directly impacting habitats
essential for imperiled plant species, including the endangered
blushing scrub mint.

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is currently
evaluating alternatives for this extension but has dismissed a
„no build“ option. The rationale? They operate under the
assumption that without the new road, reliance on automobiles
will only continue to rise, coupled with an ever-growing
population. However, this viewpoint is at odds with many
environmentalists who contend that preserving natural habitats
should take precedence over accommodating more vehicles.

Critics argue that the highway’s construction could severely
compromise the blushing scrub mint’s habitat, especially with
alternative routes like Corridor D threatening to cut right
through it. Other affected plant species have been outlined
similarly, including the Pygmy Fringe Tree and Scrub Plum. The
Florida Native Plant Society remains vocal against disruption of
these ecosystems as they fully understand the implications of

https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2025/06/23/proposed-toll-rod-could-harm-endangered-plant-endemic-to-polk-county/84287034007/


such developments.

Advocacy and Public Involvement

Determined to protect these plants, the Florida Native Plant
Society has reached out to the FDOT with a plea for
conservation. They’ve submitted letters expressing their
concerns and advocacy for a „no build“ alternative or at least a
route modification that would minimize environmental damage.
Moreover, they urge public participation, encouraging locals to
submit comments to Project Manager Jazlyn Heywood before
deadlines expire, advocating for the preservation of essential
habitats.

Local efforts to raise awareness about the importance of
Florida’s native flora also extend beyond the immediate project.
The nearby Bok Tower Gardens features an Endangered Plant
Garden that showcases approximately 30 rare plant species
from north and central Florida, including other members of the
Dicerandra genus. This educational space helps deepen public
understanding of Florida’s unique botanical heritage and
promotes the need for conservation.

As the discussions around the Central Polk Parkway East unfold,
residents of Polk County find themselves at a pivotal moment.
Will we embrace suburban expansion at the cost of precious
natural resources, or will we muster enough support to protect
our vulnerable ecosystems? There’s something to be said for
maintaining a balance between development and nature, and
it’s a conversation that needs your voice.
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