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Fort Meade: The Cyber Powerhouse
Fuelling National Security!

Explore Fort Meade, Maryland, a key hub for U.S.
intelligence and cyber operations, supporting over 64,000

personnel and families.

Fort Meade, Maryland, USA - As we reflect on the critical role
that Fort George G. Meade plays within the U.S. military
landscape, it’s important to recognize the installation’s
multifaceted mission in enhancing national security through
Intelligence, Information, and Cyber Operations. Located in
Maryland, Fort Meade stands out as the Department of
Defense’s (DoD) key hub for such operations, directly supporting
the nation’s security goals.

The mission of the U.S. Army Garrison Fort Meade (USAG-FMMD)
is to bolster mission readiness while improving the quality of life
for service members, families, and the community. This pursuit
is underscored by the installation’s extensive workforce, which



comprises over 64,000 personnel from various branches,
including the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard, and
Space Force. With more than 120 partner agencies, Fort Meade
plays a pivotal role in the military’s operational landscape,
hosting critical entities like the National Security Agency (NSA)
and U.S. Cyber Command, ensuring effective communication
and information sharing across branches.

The Vital Work of the 7th Signal Command

Diving deeper into the dynamics of communication within the
military, the 7th Signal Command (Theater) has been a
cornerstone of signal operations since its activation on July 1,
1975. Initially based at Fort Ritchie, Maryland, it was later
reactivated on July 22, 2008, at Fort Eisenhower, Georgia,
further solidifying its mission of providing essential
communication services to Army units across the Continental
United States (CONUS). Now stationed operationally at Fort
Meade, the command significantly enhances Army Cyber
Command’s (ARCYBER) capabilities in today’s technologically
driven battlefield.

The 7th Signal Command operates alongside several
subordinate brigades, each with unique histories and
responsibilities. From the storied 93rd Signal Brigade, involved
in key operations during World War II and the Gulf War, to the
106th Signal Brigade, which has its roots in World War II
operations, this command reflects a rich tapestry of military
service and ongoing commitment to secure communications.
These brigades not only support intra-command
communications but also play a vital role in international
operations, ensuring the Army’s multifaceted communication
needs are met.

Cyberspace: The Fifth Warfighting Domain

In today’s digital era, cyberspace has emerged as the fifth
warfighting domain, alongside air, land, maritime, and space.



ARCYBER was established in 2010 to spearhead this new
frontier, evolving from a traditional military force to one that
incorporates sophisticated cyber operations aimed at
safeguarding national security. Leadership under Lt. Gen. Maria
Barrett emphasizes the importance of integrating cyberspace
capabilities with traditional military efforts, ensuring a
comprehensive approach to modern warfare.

ARCYBER operates with a focus on five core mission threads:
operate, defend, attack, influence, and inform. This structure
allows the command to tackle a wide array of security
challenges, from defending against cyber intrusions to
influencing strategic decision-making through targeted
information operations. As the landscape of warfare continues to
shift, ARCYBER’s mission is ever-evolving, seeking to integrate
various cyber and electromagnetic warfare capabilities to
provide multidomain options for commanders.

Fort Meade, with its strategic importance and robust support
network, serves not only as a hub for military operations but
also a community that nurtures the personnel and families living
in its shadow. As we look towards the future, the evolution of
military strategy intertwined with intelligence and technology
constantly reaffirms the critical place Fort Meade holds in our
national defense architecture.

For more information about Fort George G. Meade, visit 
home.army.mil/meade. To learn about the 7th Signal
Command, check out army.mil/7thSigCmd. Finally, discover
more about ARCYBER’s role in modern warfare at ausa.org.
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