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Lake Bonny Residents Demand Action as
Hurricane Season Approaches

Lake Bonny residents, still recovering from Hurricane
Milton&#039;s devastating flooding, demand

accountability and improved flood management ahead of
the new hurricane season.

Honey Tree Lane, Polk County, Florida, USA - As the
calendar flips to June, residents of Lake Bonny find themselves
bracing for another hurricane season, nearly nine months after
the devastating impacts of Hurricane Milton. The storm, which
wreaked havoc on homes and infrastructure, left many
struggling in its wake. Nicki Aldahonda-Ramirez, who is currently
rebuilding her home on Honey Tree Lane, recalls the harrowing
escape she and her roommate made through a window as
floodwaters engulfed their property.

The aftermath of Hurricane Milton was not just a fleeting
inconvenience; it led to flooding that persisted for over 20 days,



submerging many homes and communities. Residents have
taken matters into their own hands, rallying together to petition
for an independent investigation into the critical failures of the
stormwater drainage system that contributed to this deluge.
According to Fox 13 News, they are demanding greater
transparency and communication from the city, Polk County,
and the Southwest Florida Water Management District
(SWFWMD).

Rising Concerns and Collective Action

The dissatisfaction among homeowners is palpable. Jan Morsey,
leading the petition drive, underscores the community’s
frustration with local officials. Many believe that the lack of a
clear, actionable plan for flood prevention has left them
vulnerable as they face yet another hurricane season—expected
to commence in just days. As they sift through the wreckage of
their past and fears for the future, residents find themselves
living with unnaturally high water levels for the typically drier
season.

With some properties still hanging onto the edge of being
underwater, Aldahonda-Ramirez’s situation is stark; her land
stands almost four feet submerged. The scenario highlights
serious concerns about the adequacy of the city’s stormwater
management strategies, which have come under fire for being
reactive rather than proactive. A community effort has birthed a
petition gathering over 200 signatures, demanding
comprehensive flood management plans and an independent
investigation into the flooding.

Infrastructure Under Scrutiny

Echoing sentiments from The Ledger, residents feel that the
city officials are merely shifting blame while failing to offer
solutions. It is a reality that has the community on edge. Without
immediate action, they worry that a lack of preparedness could
severely jeopardize ongoing recovery efforts.

https://www.fox13news.com/news/lake-bonny-residents-brace-new-hurricane-season-after-miltons-devastating-flooding
https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2025/03/23/lake-bonny-residents-petition-for-independent-study-of-post-milton-flooding-florida/82570336007/


Process transparency has also become a focal point. Morsey’s
request under Florida’s Sunshine Laws for historical water levels
and stormwater maintenance logs led only to a hefty $12,000
invoice from the city, adding insult to injury. As they grapple
with the aftermath, homeowners are leveraging this moment to
demand not only accountability but creative, integrated
solutions to prevent future flooding.

Exploring Innovative Options

To remediate the grim circumstances, residents are looking
towards both traditional structural solutions and innovative
green infrastructure. As noted by various experts, including
those at the LDP Watersheds, effective stormwater
management must embrace more sustainable practices.
Implementing green infrastructure—like rain gardens,
permeable pavements, and bioswales—could mimic natural
systems and improve local resilience to flooding.

In a community where lessons from the past are shaping future
paths, the blend of effective planning and advanced
infrastructure can lay a foundation for a brighter outlook. As
they gather their voices and signatures, residents of Lake Bonny
remain determined to advocate for their right to safety and
effective flood management. There’s something to be said for
community spirit—this cooperative willingness to demand better
could very well be their greatest asset as the storm clouds
gather once more.
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