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Urgent Call for PFAS Registry to Protect
Our Veterans&#039; Health!

Explore the urgent need for a PFAS registry to protect U.S.
veterans exposed to toxic chemicals during service.

Lake Wales, Florida, USA - The health crisis surrounding toxic
exposure among our veterans has become a pressing concern in
the United States. Millions of brave men and women faced
hazardous conditions during their service and were exposed to
harmful chemicals, particularly at military sites contaminated
with per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, commonly known as
PFAS or „forever chemicals.“ These substances, notorious for
their persistence in the environment, are linked to a host of
serious health issues, and it’s time we addressed this problem
head-on.

According to Lake Wales News, PFAS are found in military
firefighting foam (AFFF), and their contamination extends to air,
soil, groundwater, and even drinking water at over 700 military
bases across the nation. This pervasive issue begs the question:
How many more veterans will need to face the consequences of
these exposures without proper support?

Health Concerns and Contamination

The implications of PFAS exposure are far-reaching. As
highlighted by the Department of Veterans Affairs, these
chemicals are not only used in firefighting foams but are also
present in a wide array of everyday products, from clothing to
food packaging. The Department of Defense (DOD) has
recognized the issue, identifying 723 installations where PFAS

https://www.lakewalesnews.net/story/2025/06/11/opinion/guest-commentary-pfas-registry-needed-to-protect-veterans/4731.html


may have been used or released since the 1970s. Despite the
acknowledgment, the cleanup efforts are ongoing, and the use
of PFAS-containing AFFF is expected to cease by October 2025,
as part of a phased strategy.

Health risks associated with PFAS exposure include chronic
conditions such as liver damage, decreased fertility, and various
cancers—specifically kidney, testicular, breast, prostate, non-
Hodgkin lymphoma, and thyroid cancer. Alarmingly, cancer is a
leading cause of death among military and civilian firefighters,
often diagnosed too late for effective treatment. For veterans,
this reality hits hard, especially in Polk County, Florida, which is
home to over 45,000 veterans who need a comprehensive PFAS
registry.

The Need for a Comprehensive Registry

At the heart of a proactive solution lies the PFAS Registry Act of
2023, recently passed by the House of Representatives. This
legislation directs the VA to establish a national database for
tracking veterans‘ health concerns stemming from PFAS
exposure. As the Veterans Affairs website notes, the current
tracking initiative is far from effective, lacking the completeness
needed to protect those who served. A robust registry could
facilitate early disease detection and simplify the claims process
for veterans seeking healthcare and disability benefits.

Moreover, many veterans might already be wondering about
their PFAS exposure levels. While the VA allows for blood
testing, it is currently not available at their medical centers.
Knowing one’s blood levels can offer peace of mind, yet it does
not reveal the source of exposure or recent contact. Military
Health emphasizes the need for service members and their
families to consult healthcare providers regarding potential
health effects from PFAS exposure, yet many struggle to
navigate the complexities of these assessments.

Urgent Action is Necessary

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/pfas.asp
https://health.mil/Military-Health-Topics/Health-Readiness/Public-Health/PFAS
https://health.mil/Military-Health-Topics/Health-Readiness/Public-Health/PFAS


With mounting evidence pointing to the serious health
implications of PFAS, it’s clear that we require urgent action
from our policymakers and the VA. Establishing a
comprehensive registry is not merely a legislative formality, but
a necessary step to safeguard the health of our veterans. As the
DOD continues its cleanup efforts, veterans deserve better
support and tracking of their health outcomes related to these
hazardous exposures.

It’s time to advocate for a system that not only acknowledges
these past exposures but actively works to inform our veterans
about their health and treatment options. As a community, we
can and should demand this vital support for those who have
bravely served our nation.
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