15. Juli 2025

DeSantis Strengthens HCC Board with
Key New Appointments!

Gov. DeSantis appoints Clay Hollis and Dr. Michael Garcia
to HCC Board, enhancing education leadership in Lakeland
and beyond.
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Lakeland, Florida, USA - In an exciting development for
Hillsborough Community College (HCC), Governor Ron DeSantis
has appointed two new members to the District Board of
Trustees: Clay Hollis and Dr. Michael Garcia. This move is part of
DeSantis’s effort to bolster leadership in local educational
institutions and ensure they continue to serve the needs of
students and the community effectively. According to Florida
Politics, the appointments promise to infuse fresh perspectives
into the governance of HCC.

Clay Hollis brings a wealth of experience from his roles as Vice
President at Tucker/Hall and as Chief of Staff at Port Tampa Bay.
His background in government relations, particularly under the
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leadership of Paul Anderson at Port Tampa Bay, makes him a
real asset in navigating the complex interplay between
education and local industry. Born and raised in Lakeland, Hollis
has deep roots in Florida and holds a bachelor’s degree in public
policy from Southern Methodist University.

Fresh Perspectives in Education

Dr. Michael Garcia, the second appointee, complements Hollis’s
profile with his medical expertise. He currently serves as a
surgeon at the Florida Orthopedic Institute and holds the
position of Chief Quality Officer at Orthopedic Solutions
Management. His educational background includes a degree in
zoology from the University of Florida and a Doctor of Medicine
from the University of South Florida. Garcia’s commitment to
community involvement is evident through his work with the
First Tee of Tampa Bay Advisory Board.

HCC has been a cornerstone of higher education in the region
since it was established in 1968. Governed by a five-member
District Board of Trustees, the institution plays a critical role in
shaping the educational pathways available to Floridians,
particularly in line with the goals outlined by the Florida
College System. This network of 28 colleges prioritizes
affordable education and workforce alignment, which is essential
in today’s rapidly changing job market.

With these new appointments, the board will have an even
greater ability to influence governance, curriculum, programs,
and budgets that directly affect students. Their roles require
Senate confirmation, demonstrating the importance of these
positions in ensuring public accountability and educational
excellence.

In a broader context, the Florida College System is crucial for a
diverse range of students—including both recent high school
graduates and adult learners looking to enhance their skills. It
aims to respond swiftly to state and community needs,
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maximizing student success along the way. As the educational
landscape evolves, having dedicated leaders like Hollis and
Garcia aboard may well steer HCC into a new era of opportunity
and growth for its students and the community.

As we continue to navigate the complexities of educational
governance and community needs, it’s essential to keep an eye
on how these developments unfold at HCC and their implications
for students and local families alike. The new trustees have their
work cut out for them, but with their collective backgrounds,
there’s a good chance they’ll rise to the occasion.
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