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Lakeland&#039;s FamFest: Celebrating
Faith and Fatherhood This June!

Lakeland&#039:;s FamFest on June 7 celebrates families
and faith at Munn Park, highlighting support for fathers
amid Polk Pride events.

Munn Park, Lakeland, Florida, USA - On June 7, from 5 to 9
p.m., Believers® Fellowship Church in Lakeland will take the lead
In hosting its inaugural FamFest at Munn Park. This community
gathering is not just another festival; it’s a vibrant celebration of
faith, traditional families, and a heartfelt salute to fathers. Pastor
Jon Friedt is at the helm, echoing a sentiment that resonates
deeply in today’s society: the importance of fathers and the
alarming issue of fatherlessness impacting American families.

The event falls on the same day as the kick-off for Polk Pride’s
10th anniversary festivities, which includes fun events leading
up to the main gathering, Pride in the Park, on June 14.
However, Friedt emphasizes that FamFest is not a mission to



oppose the LGBTQ+ community. Instead, it offers an alternative
celebration for those wishing to honor family and faith during
June, a month also recognized as National Pride Month since
19909.

Celebrating Faith and Family

As part of the broader initiative, Mayor Bill Mutz proclaimed June
as ,,Faith and Family Month* in Lakeland, urging residents to
strengthen community bonds through faith and family values.
Friedt is enthusiastic about this movement, noting it’s part of a
growing trend across Central Florida, where similar declarations
have been made in Clearwater, St. Petersburg, and Auburndale.
He isn’t stopping there; plans are underway to seek official
recognition from Governor Ron DeSantis and federal officials.

FamFest promises a lively atmosphere with live music, a
dazzling car show, tantalizing food trucks, and exciting bounce
houses designed especially for children. It’s an event that aims
to unite families in celebration while addressing a pressing
societal concern: the impact of father absence, a topic that has
gained significant traction in recent years.

Understanding Father Absence

The importance of father involvement is supported by data from
the National Fatherhood Initiative, which reveals that as of the
latest estimates, approximately 18.3 million children—about
25.1% of all American children—live in father-absent homes.
This troubling count highlights a reality that is slowly changing,
with recent years reflecting a decrease in this statistic. Still, this
underscores the ongoing challenge to re-engage fathers in the
lives of their children.

Research shows that children benefit immensely from involved
fathers, leading to improved emotional health and academic
performance. The absence of fathers is often correlated with
negative outcomes, including higher risks of substance abuse



and behavioral issues. In fact, children growing up in homes
where fathers are absent fare worse in various aspects, from
mental health to educational achievements. Beyond children,
the effects ripple through families, with mothers facing
increased stress and challenges when fathers are not present.

A Call to Action

In response to the need for more engaged parenting, initiatives
like Fathering Strong are pivotal in encouraging fathers to
become more involved and responsible. Research has shown
that married or cohabitating fathers are often more engaged
than their single or divorced counterparts. The message is clear:
building a network where fathers can connect, share
experiences, and access resources is essential for stronger
families.

Events like FamFest are crucial in fostering a sense of belonging
and support within the community. As we gather at Munn Park,
it’s a moment not just to celebrate fatherhood, but to recognize
its importance and the hope for a future where every child can
thrive in a nurturing family environment. In a world where father
absence is a growing concern, getting involved and raising
awareness is more important than ever.

Join the festivities at FamFest and be a part of strengthening
family ties in Lakeland. Together, let’s celebrate faith, unity, and
the invaluable role of fathers in our communities. For more
information on the event, visit theledger.com.
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https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2025/06/06/lakelands-famfest-takes-over-munn-park-on-june-7-counters-polk-pride/84047717007/
https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2025/06/06/lakelands-famfest-takes-over-munn-park-on-june-7-counters-polk-pride/84047717007/
https://www.fatherhood.org/championing-fatherhood/stunning-the-status-of-father-absence-ahead-of-the-release-of-2020-census-data
https://urbanlight.org/growing-up-without-a-father/
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