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Polk State College Set for Major Growth
with $10M Budget Boost!

The Florida Legislature approved a $115.1 billion budget,
boosting Polk County&#039;s higher education and
infrastructure projects, including Polk State College

expansions.

Haines City, Florida, USA - On June 16, the Florida Legislature
backed a state budget of $115.1 billion for the upcoming fiscal
year. This budget holds significant implications, particularly for
Polk County, where funding will touch various sectors, from
education to public works. With the governor’s signature still
pending, local officials are keenly awaiting the final nod before
the new fiscal year starts on July 1.

The budget may be $3 billion smaller than last year’s, yet it still
delivers millions for essential projects in Polk County, as noted
by The Ledger. One of the highlights is a pair of substantial
allocations for Polk State College, drawing attention to its growth

https://www.theledger.com/story/news/local/2025/06/18/states-115b-budget-offers-millions-for-projects-in-polk-county/84239936007/


while also addressing infrastructure needs.

Investing in Education

Among the notable provisions in the budget are $10 million
earmarked for the Haines City-Davenport Campus and $6.1
million for ongoing renovations to the Lakeland Academic
Center, according to Polk.edu. This funding, which supports
Polk State College’s operational capabilities, underscores the
commitment to expand educational opportunities. With more
than $100 million received in special appropriations since 2017,
the college has focused on enhancing academic programs and
modernizing its aging infrastructure.

Dr. Angela Garcia Falconetti, the president of Polk State,
expressed her gratitude to local legislators for their ongoing
support, emphasizing how such investments bolster educational
access and student success. The new Haines City-Davenport
Campus is particularly exciting—it has a price tag of $51 million
and will serve as the first public higher education
interdisciplinary simulation hospital in Central Florida. Beyond
health sciences, it will also offer programs in Hospitality and
Tourism Management, Supply Chain and Logistics, and more.

Broader Implications for Polk County

The budget covers more than just higher education, impacting
various community projects across Polk County. Noteworthy
local allocations include $3 million for Power Line Road
extension, $700,000 for a health clinic replacement in Haines
City, and $2 million dedicated to floodplain protection and
restoration efforts. This comprehensive approach aims to
enhance the quality of life for residents while providing vital
support to nonprofits, educational institutions, and public
services.

Florida Polytechnic University is also a beneficiary, receiving $12
million for a new Student Achievement Center, alongside Florida

https://www.polk.edu/news/legislature-approves-budget-with-key-funding-that-supports-polk-states-growth/


Southern College and Warner University, which will see funding
for specific projects. All these investments illustrate a regional
strategy aligned with fostering growth in educational and
infrastructure capabilities.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Florida’s overall budget for FY 2024-25 amounts to $116.5
billion, a slight reduction from the previous year, as highlighted
by Florida Policy. This budget aims to address critical areas
such as K-12 education, where teacher shortages and child care
demands continue to challenge families statewide. With $1.2
billion allocated for student financial aid and a focus on
enhancing mental health resources, the state is making strides
toward supporting its educational frameworks.

Despite the positive developments, challenges remain,
particularly concerning the sustainability of these funding levels
in succeeding budgets. The potential for vetoes and reallocation
poses a risk that legislators and community leaders must
navigate carefully. The anticipation grows as local officials and
taxpayers wait for the governor’s approval, hopeful that these
critical funding avenues will be secured for the benefit of Polk
County and its residents.
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