25. Juni 2025

Seven Nominated for Key Judge
Positions in 10th Judicial Circuit

Seven candidates have been nominated for two judge
vacancies in Polk County&#039;s 10th Circuit, following
recent retirements and resignations.
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Bartow, Florida, USA - The 10th Judicial Circuit stands at a
pivotal moment, with two crucial judicial openings following the
retirement of Polk County Judge Mary Catherine Green and the
recent resignation of Circuit Court Judge Torea Spohr. This shift
has sparked considerable interest, leading to a nomination of
seven candidates vying for these esteemed positions. The
Judicial Nominating Commission convened on June 20,
conducted interviews with 15 applicants, and has now forwarded
its recommendations to Governor Ron DeSantis for
consideration, as The Ledger reports.

The nominees for these prestigious roles include a mix of
seasoned attorneys and dedicated public servants. For the
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county judge seat, contenders are:

e |Lee Adam Cohen, a lawyer from Lakeland

e Allison Fox, an assistant state attorney

e Julia “J.C.” Caldwell Hill, also an assistant state attorney

e Joseph Ravelo, an assistant U.S. attorney in Leon County

e Monica Smith, another assistant state attorney

e Jennifer Steimle, a magistrate within the 10th Judicial
Circuit

As for the nominations for the circuit court judge, they are as
follows:

Rachelle Williamson, currently serving as a Polk County
judge

Julia “J.C.” Caldwell Hill

Monica Smith

Jennifer Steimle

Judicial Nominating Commission Members

The process leading to these nominations is overseen by a
diverse and experienced Judicial Nominating Commission, which
includes:

e Julie Landrigan Ball, Chair

e Walter E. Engle lll, Vice Chair
e Krista Mahalak

e Frederick J. Murphy Jr.

e Robert B. Peddy

e Kelvin Ready

e Mattie Hardin Tondreault

e Lydia Zbrzeznj

e Nicholas Zbrzeznj

The 10th Judicial Circuit encompasses Polk, Hardee, and
Highlands counties, located in Bartow. This region is not just
defined by its legal framework but also by an active community



engaged in civic matters. The upcoming appointment is sure to
have a profound impact on local justice, and people are keen to
see who Governor DeSantis will choose from this impressive
pool of nominees.

A Look at the 10th Circuit

Understanding the structure of the 10th Judicial Circuit is vital
for contextualizing the importance of these nominations.
Currently, the circuit handles a variety of legal proceedings
across different categories, including felony, civil, juvenile, and
family law. As noted on the official 10th Judicial Circuit
website, the administrative organization is intricate, with
different sections focused on specific areas of law, showcasing
the breadth of cases handled by the court.

In particular, the Polk County circuit courts address not only
felony cases but also family and juvenile matters, demonstrating
a holistic approach to justice in the community. The rights and
well-being of families and children often hinge on the decisions
made in these courtrooms.

As the nominees prepare for the possibility of becoming judges,
their backgrounds and experiences will play a significant role in
shaping the judicial landscape in the 10th Judicial Circuit.
Residents are keenly watching this process, highlighting the
community’s vested interest in the integrity and effectiveness of
their local judicial system.
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