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Tragedy Strikes Davenport: Worker
Death Leads to Manslaughter Charges

A construction worker died in Polk County, Florida, due to
an incident involving heavy machinery, leading to potential

manslaughter charges.

Davenport, Florida, USA - Tragedy struck a construction site
in Davenport, Polk County, Florida, where a worker, Jose Lopez,
lost his life in a dreadful incident. This tragedy unfolded on
Wednesday while employees were laying paving for an
apartment building. Reports indicate that a fellow worker, Angel
Bautista Martinez, has been charged with second-degree
manslaughter in connection with Lopez’s death, with the
possibility of the charge being elevated to first-degree
manslaughter due to Martinez’s status as an undocumented
migrant.

According to Global Construction Review, police found Lopez
deceased near a skid steer, a type of small bulldozer. Martinez
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has claimed that Lopez was leaning into the cab when he
touched the controls, leading to a fatal mishap where the
loading bucket descended and trapped his head. However,
confusion surrounds the specifics of the accident, as another
worker reported seeing the machinery in operation, though did
not identify who was at the helm. The situation became more
complex when authorities discovered Lopez’s blood on
Martinez’s clothing, as well as blood splatter in the cab where
the operator typically sits.

The Broader Picture of Construction Safety

This tragic incident raises larger questions about safety in the
construction industry, which has consistently been ranked as
one of the most perilous fields in the nation. In fact, data from 
Corfix reveals that construction accounts for a staggering 19%
of all U.S. worker deaths, with 1,069 fatal occupational injuries
occurring annually. Falls, being struck by objects, electrocution,
and caught-in/-between incidents contribute to the majority of
these fatalities.

While the grim statistics may seem disheartening, it’s worth
noting that there has been a considerable decrease in work-
related fatalities. According to Project Safety Journal, there
was a 25% reduction in construction deaths from 40 to 30
between April 2021 and March 2022. However, construction
remains the sector with the highest death rate, reflecting the
persistent risks faced by workers in this industry.

Understanding Worker Safety Challenges

The statistics also highlight the demographic realities of the
workforce. A significant 57% of fatal injuries occur in businesses
with 1-10 workers, including over 70% of fatal falls. It’s clear
that small businesses, which make up a large portion of the
construction industry, face unique challenges when it comes to
maintaining safety. The injury and illness rates in construction
are alarming as well; in 2022 alone, over 169,600 non-fatal
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injuries were reported, with a significant portion of these leading
to time away from work.

This tragedy not only highlights the immediate anguish for
Lopez’s family but also serves as a stark reminder of the risks
that construction workers face daily. As awareness grows, it’s
essential for the construction industry to prioritize worker safety
and education around risks, particularly as many workers signal
a need for more training in mental health and safety protocols.

In a field where accidents can be deadly, every effort toward
improving safety measures counts. Let’s hope this incident
becomes a catalyst for change, urging employers to foster a
culture of safety that protects our construction workers and
prevents needless tragedies in the future.
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