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Winter Haven&#039;s Tennis Star
Breaks 27-Year Drought with State

Titles!
Discover Polk County&#039;s exciting boys tennis scene

as Winter Haven clinches regional titles, highlights
players&#039; achievements, and unveils emerging

rivalries.

Winter Haven, Polk County, Florida, USA - The tennis
landscape in Polk County has been nothing short of thrilling,
marked by fierce rivalries and spirited competitions. The last two
years have seen George Jenkins and Winter Haven go head-to-
head in a battle for supremacy over district and regional titles.
Last season, George Jenkins emerged victorious, but this year,
the tides have certainly turned.

Winter Haven has made significant strides, boasting a talented
lineup led by Ben Saltman, who played at No. 1 singles. This
year, they not only tied George Jenkins at the district



tournament but also won the tiebreaker, allowing them to
advance. Their impressive run continued as they captured the
regional finals, qualifying them for the much-anticipated state
tournament.

A State Championship Victory

It culminated beautifully at the state tournament when Ben
Saltman secured the boys singles title, marking a historic win for
Winter Haven. Reports from Live Ball Sports confirm that
Saltman defeated Stefan Correa from Palmetto with scores of
6-4, 6-3, ending a 27-year drought for a Polk County state
champion in boys tennis. This victory is monumental, not just for
Saltman, but for the entire community, as it brings recognition
to Polk County high school tennis.

Alongside his singles triumph, Saltman also teamed up with
fellow senior Wiley Simpson to clinch the state doubles title,
defeating Correa and Beau Gibson 6-3, 6-4. Saltman’s win
comes after having lost to Correa in their previous three
matchups. The strategy adjustments he made during the match
illustrate his growth and determination to achieve this
milestone.

Winning the district titles in both singles and doubles, Saltman
was named Player of the Year after an undefeated season. His
head coach, Pat Miller, has been steering the Winter Haven
team since 2000 and was awarded Coach of the Year for
orchestrating such an incredible season.

Notable Performers of the Season

The talent pool at the high school level in central Florida is
undeniably deep. The First Team selections illustrate this,
showcasing players who have left their mark this season:

Player Name School Season Record Awards
Nikolas Kumria George Jenkins 7-1 County title at

https://www.liveballsports.com/2025/05/03/winter-haven-tennis-championship/


No. 1 singles
Wiley Simpson Winter Haven 7-1 District titles at

No. 2 singles
and No. 1
doubles, state
title at No. 1
doubles

Davin Twiss McKeel 8-4 District title
Zach Kossen Lakeland 8-2 District title

Honorable mentions include exceptional players from various
schools, showcasing the rich tapestry of talent that defines Polk
County athletics. Schools represented include All Saints,
Auburndale, and Haines City, among others, displaying a
remarkable depth in competition.

As the tennis season wraps up, winter may be behind us, but the
spirit of competition certainly isn’t cool. Each of these young
athletes embodies the drive and will to push forward, making a
name for themselves on and off the court. For more information
on athletic programs and participation requirements, students
and parents can refer to guidelines provided by Polk County
Schools.

What’s next for these star players? The future looks exciting,
and as new talent emerges, we can expect even more
exhilarating matchups in the years to come!
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