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Big 12&#039;s Bold Future: Yormark
Unveils Ambitious Playoff Plans!

Big 12 Commissioner Brett Yormark discusses the
conference&#039;s strengths and proposes a 5+11

College Football Playoff model amid ongoing changes.

Longwood, USA - The excitement surrounding the Big 12
Conference is palpable as Commissioner Brett Yormark steps to
the forefront, championing the league’s competitive spirit across
both football and basketball. In recent remarks during media
days, Yormark expressed confidence that the Big 12 is shaping
up to be „the deepest football conference in America.“ He
further touted the conference as having been „the best
basketball conference in the last 10 years,“ a claim backed by a
history of stellar performances from teams like Kansas and
Baylor.

With an extraordinary knack for the dramatics late in games, the
Big 12 led the nation last season in fourth-quarter lead changes



and go-ahead scores in the final minute of conference
matchups. This demonstrated competitive balance, a hallmark
of the league, makes for thrilling viewership and maintains high
stakes for teams as the season progresses. Yormark noted the
star power in the conference, particularly at quarterback, with
fans eagerly anticipating what this year will unfold.

The Future of the College Football Playoff

As discussions about the College Football Playoff (CFP) format
continue, Yormark is firmly backing a 5+11 model that aims to
reshape the landscape of college football. The proposed
structure would allocate five automatic bids for the highest-
ranked conference champions and 11 at-large bids for the next
highest-ranked teams. As Yormark advocates, this model not
only guarantees that conference champions earn their spots but
also increases inclusiveness for highly deserving teams.

The current 12-team format has changed the game, removing
seeding guarantees for conference champions. While last year
only saw Arizona State from the Big 12 making it to the playoffs,
Yormark believes that adopting a 5+11 model would enhance
fairness. „Earn it on the field,“ he stressed, emphasizing that
competitive integrity is paramount, especially when it comes to
the postseason. Leaders across the landscape, including ACC
Commissioner Jim Phillips, are expected to voice support for the
model during their media days, strengthening a collective call
for change.

Basketball Dominance and Challenges

The Big 12’s basketball programs have historically been among
the strongest in the nation. National championships secured by
Baylor in 2021 and Kansas in 2022 showcase the caliber of
talent within the league. Yet, there’s a bittersweet note as the
last national title before 2021 was in 2008, and Houston’s recent
Final Four appearance marked the conference’s only
representative in the last three tournaments. Remarkably,



despite past success, women’s basketball has faced hurdles,
with no Final Four representatives in recent years—though
Baylor clinched the national title in 2019.

Yormark remains hopeful, believing that Big 12 teams will
emerge as strong contenders in both men’s and women’s
basketball in the seasons to come. As the conference evolves
with the addition of schools like BYU, Cincinnati, Houston, and
UCF, alongside the departure of Texas and Oklahoma, there’s a
buzz about potential future achievements and a dynamic,
competitive atmosphere.

The Big 12 is absolutely at a crossroads, blending legacies of
triumph with innovations in gameplay and structure that
promise to redefine its future. As Yormark takes charge, the
path ahead looks rich with opportunities, excitement, and an
ongoing commitment to ensuring that all competitors feel the
chance to shine.

For more details on Yormark’s insights, check out the full article
on Bleacher Report, the College Football Playoff expansion on 
CBS Sports, and further commentary on the implications of the
playoff changes on NBC Sports.
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