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Sanford&#039;s Fire Fee Proposal: What
Homeowners Need to Know Now!

Sanford considers a new fire fee for property owners to
fund fire services, aiming for public hearings in 2026.

NACHRICHTEN AEI

Sanford, Florida, USA - In Sanford, a new fire assessment fee
is on the horizon, potentially impacting property owners
significantly. The city commissioners are currently deliberating
this proposed fee, which is designed to fund fire services. The
discussions come after a final presentation detailing the fee’s
structure, with public hearings set for implementation in 2026.
Historically, a similar fee was on the table in 2008 but did not
progress. Now, Mayor Art Woodruff emphasizes that the new fee
would aim to cover a five-year average capital cost, estimated
at around $2.4 million. Should the plan move forward, the
typical homeowner might be looking at an annual bill of
approximately $95 for these services.



At present, fire services in Sanford are covered by property
taxes and general fund revenues. This includes sales and utility
taxes. Should the fire fee be approved, it will specifically allocate
funds for fire protection services, allowing other taxes to be
redirected to different needs within the city. Other Central
Florida cities, such as Kissimmee, have already integrated fire
fees to bolster fire department operations, reflecting a growing
trend to enhance public safety through targeted funding
methods. Notably, Kissimmee’s recent adjustments have cut
their firefighters® week from 54 hours to a more manageable 42
hours, a significant improvement for personnel welfare.

The Broader Context

The looming decision in Sanford isn’t happening in isolation. Just
recently, Brevard County commissioners adopted a 37% fire
assessment rate change, partly in response to pressures from
protesting firefighters who seek better compensation. Indeed,
starting pay for firefighters in Sanford stands at $52,500, but the
proposed fire fee won’t directly cover operational costs such as
these salaries. Instead, this initiative could open the door for
freeing up existing tax revenue, which could then be applied
towards various operational needs.

Sanford’s fire services are led by Fire Chief Ronnie McNeil Jr.,
who was appointed in 2022. A local raised in Sanford, McNeil
brings extensive experience and education to the table, having
dedicated over two decades to the Sanford Fire Department. His
strong background includes certifications and multiple
leadership roles, including responses to significant events like
Hurricane Michael and COVID-19. McNeil’s commitment shines
through as he focuses on delivering high-quality service to the
community, ensuring safety remains a paramount concern.

Understanding the Fees

Shifting gears a bit, it’s crucial to understand how fire
assessments in Florida are determined. As per the new



legislation, the method has evolved from an ad valorem fire tax,
which was linked to property taxable value. Instead, the new
model uses a non-ad valorem assessment based on property
classifications and billing units, aiming for equitable
contributions toward fire rescue services. This shift promises to
render payment for fire services fairer across the board, taking
Into account various property types.

For the upcoming fiscal year starting October 1, 2024, the
proposed rates are structured as follows:

e Residential properties up to 1,600 square feet: $300

e Residential properties over 1,600 square feet: $300 plus
an additional charge of $0.1544 for each extra square
foot

e Commercial properties up to 950 square feet: $500

e Commercial properties over 950 square feet: $500 plus
$0.1544 for each additional square foot

e Vacant land: $30.96

e Unimproved acreage up to 3 acres: $30.96

e Unimproved acreage over 3 acres: $30.96 plus $10.32
for each additional acre

It’s worth noting that homestead exemptions and not-for-profit
status do not apply to these non-ad valorem assessments.
Should residents have questions or concerns, they are
encouraged to reach out to the administrative offices for clarity
and assistance.

As Sanford’s city leaders weigh this critical decision, many hope
that the proposed fee will not only enhance fire services but also
foster a stronger sense of safety and community resilience in
Sanford.

For more details, you can check Click Orlando for the latest
updates, or visit the city’s official page on Sanford Fire
services. Additionally, further insights into fire assessment
changes can be found on Midway Fire.


https://www.clickorlando.com/news/local/2025/06/09/sanford-considers-new-fire-fee-how-much-will-property-owners-have-to-pay/
https://sanfordfl.gov/government/fire/
https://www.midwayfire.com/questions-about-new-fire-assessment-fee
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